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FIS not the only, nor even the chief, 
0 = deſign of theſe ſheets, to refute the 
reaſoning and objeQions' of Mr Hume, 
with regard to miracles: the chief deſign 
of them is, to ſet the principal argument 
for Chriſtianity in its proper light. On a 
ſubject that hath been ſo often treated, tis 
impoſſible to avoid ſaying many things 
which have been ſaid before. It may, 
however, with reaſon be affirmed, that 
there ſtill remains, on this ſubject, great 
feope for new obſervations. Beſides, it 
ought to be remember'd, that the evidence 
of any complex argument depends very. 
much on the order into which the mate- 
rial circumſtances are digeſted, and the 
manner in which they are diſplay'd. 
The Eſay on Miracles deſerves to be con- 
ſider d, as one of the moſt dangerous at- 
# b tacks 


| 
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vi ADVERTISEMENT. 
tacks that have been made on our religion. 
The danger reſults not ſolely from the me- 


rit of THE PIECE; it reſults much more 
from that of THE AUTHOR. Ihe piece it- 


ſelf, like every other work of Mr Hume, 


is ingenious; but its merit is more of the 
oratorial kind than of the philoſophical. 
The merit of the author, I acknowledge, is 
great. The many uſeful volumes he hath 
publiſhed of Hi, and on criticiſin, politics, 


and trade, have juſtly procur'd him, with 


all perſons of taſte and diſcernment, the 
higheſt reputation as a writer. What pity 
is it, that this reputation ſhould have been 
ſullied by attempts to undermine the foun- 


dations both of natural e * of 


reveal'd ! 
For my own part, I think it a piece. of 


juſtice in me, to acknowledge the obliga- 
tions I owe the author, before I enter on 


the propos'd examination. I have not on- 
ly been much entertain'd and inſtructed 
by 


ADVERTISEMENT. vii 


by his works ; ; but, if 1 am poſſeſs d of a- 
ny talent in abſtract reaſoning, I am not a 
little indebted to what he hath written on 
human nature, for the improvement of that 


talent. If therefore, in this tract, I have 


refuted Mr Hume's Eſay, the greater ſhare 
of the merit is perhaps to be aſcrib'd to 
Mr Hume himſelf. The compliment 
which the Ruſſian monarch, after the fa- 
mous battle of Poltowa, paid the Swediſh 
generals, when he gave them the honour- 
able appellation of his maſters in the art of 
dar, I may, with great ſincerity, pay my 
acute and ingenious adverſary. 
1 ſhall add a few things concerning the 
occaſion and eng of the followin 8 diſſer· 
tation. | 
Some of the reincipal topics here dit 
cuſs d, were more briefly treated in a ſermon 
preached before the nd of ABERDEEN, 
and are now made public at their deſire. 
To the end that an argument of ſo great 
3 importance 
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vii ADVERTISEMENT, 
importance might be more fully and freely 
canvaſs'd than it could have been, with 
propriety, in a ſermon, it was. judg'd ne- 
ceſſary to new- model the diſcourſe, and to 
give it that form in which it now appears. 

The edition of Mr Hume's eſſays to 
which I always refer in this work, is that 
printed at Lo N DON, in duodecimo, 17 o, 
intitled, Philoſophical efſays concerning Bu- 
man underſtanding. I have, fince finiſhing 
this tract, ſeen a later edition, in which 
there are a few variations. None of them 
appear'd to me ſo material, as to give 
ground for altering the quotations and re- 
ferences here us d. There is indeed one 
alteration, which candour requir'd that 1 
ſhould mention: I have accordingly men- 
tion d it in a note *. 

The arguments of the eſſayiſt I have: en- 
dea vour'd to refute by argument. Mere 
declamation 1 know no way of refuting, 

* page 214 


but 


ADVERTISEMENT. ix 
but by analyſing it, nor do I conceive how 
inconſiſtencies can be 'anſwer'd otherwiſe 


than by expoſing them. In ſuch analyſis - 


and expgſition, which, I own, I have at- 
tempted without ceremony or reſerve, an 
air of ridicule | 1s unavoidable: but this i- 
dicule, I am well aware, if founded in m/ 
repreſentation, will at laſt rebound upon 
myſelf. It is poſſible, that, in ſome things, 

I have miſtalen the author's meaning; I am 


conſcious, that I have not, in any 3 | 


1 mi fepreented it. 
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Miracles are capable of proof from te- * | 


ſtimony, and religious, miracles are _ 
not leſs capable of this evidence than 1 


chers. 


"IO 


I. Mr Hume's neee argument is 


founded on a falſe hypotheſis, = 
II. Mr Hume charged with ſome falla- 
cies m his way of managing the 
argument, 1 * - 
III. Mr Hume himſelf gives up his fa- 


vourite argument, — — 


IV. There is no peculiar preſumption a- 


gainſt ſuch miracles as are ſaid to 
have been wrought m Jupport 4 re- 


ligion, - 
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HRISTIANITY,” it hach been ſaid; 
A © is not founded in argument.” 
If i were only meant by theſe words, that 
the religion of Jeſus could not, by the 
ſingle aid of reaſoning, produce its full ef- 
fect upon the heart; every true Chriſtian 
_ would chearfully ſubſcribe to them. No 
arguments utiaccompanied by the influen- 
ces of the Holy Spirit, can convert the ſoul 
from ſin to God; though even to ſuch 
converſion, arguments are, by the agency 
of the Spirit, render d ſubſervient. Again, 
if we were to underſtand by this aphoriſin, 
that the prineiples of our religion could 
never have been diſcover' d, by the natural 
and unaſſiſted faculties of man; this poſition, 
I preſume, would be as little diſputed as 
the former. But if, on the contrary, under 


the cover of an ambiguous expreſſion, it is 
A intended 


U 


2 INTRODUCTION. 
intended to inſinuate, that thoſe princi- 
ples, from their very nature, can admit 
no rational evidence of their truth, (and 
this, by the way, is the only meaning 
which can avail our antagoniſts) the Bo- 
ſpel, as well as common ſenſe, ere , 
claims againſt Mae ee] to 7 

The Lord IEsus Wee, Aeg eee 
our religion, often argu'd, both with his 
diſciples and with his adverſaries, as with 
reaſonable men, on the principles of rea- 
ſon. Without this faculty, he well knew, 
they could not be ſuſceptible either of re- 
ligion or of law. He. argud from pra- 
phecy, and the conformity of the event to 
the prediction x. He argu'd from the 
teſtimony of John the Baptiſt, who was 
generally acknowledged to be a prophet · . 
He argu'd from the miracles which he 
himſelf perform'd 4, as uncontrovertible 
evidences, that Gop Almighty operated 


® Luke xxiv. 25. Ke. John v. 39. & 46. + John v. 33:33; 
+ John v. 36. x. 25. 37. 38. xix. 10. 11. 
by 


INTRODUGTEFON 3 
by him, and had ſent him: He expoſtu- 
lates with his enemies, that they did not 
uſe their reaſon. on this ſubject. Mhy, ſays 
he; even M yourſebves, judge ye not what is 
71@ht*? In like manner we are called up- 
on by the apoſtles of our Lord, to act the 
part of w/e men, and judge impartially of 
what they ſay 7. Thoſe who do ſo, are 
highly commended; for the candour and 
| prudence-they diſcover; in an affair of ſo 
great conſequence . We: are even com- 
manded, tothe always ready to giue an an- 
fwer to every man, that aſketh us a reaſon. of 
our hape ; in mertneſi to iuſtruct them that 
oppoſe themſelves ** ; andiedrneſtly to contend 
for the fanth:auhnch! was once delivered to 
the. jamts ff. God has neither in natural 
nor reveal'd religion, left himſelf without a 
witneſs ; but has in both given moral and 
external evidence, ſufficient to convince 


„Lake Kl. 57. 3 + 1 Cor. x. 15. | t Acts xvii. 11. 
| x Peter ili. 114. 2 Tim. i. 25. ++ Jude 3. 
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is, the inſtances on which this experience 

is founded, are both without number and 
without exception. Let even chis oonclu- 
ſion, the author admits, as we ſhall ſee in 
the third ſection; may, in a particular in- 
ſtance, not only be ne bur « even 
annihilated by teſtimony. D ien 

_ Laſtly; let it be — chat the i imme 
diate concluſion from experience is always 

— and runs thus: This is the ordi- 
nary courſe of nature Such an event 
e cafounbly es nm Where — 


n::beco flew. wanker! — more 
irect. For though all the hnown cir- 
cumſtances be ſimilar, all the 1 
| circumſtances may not be fimilar : 
nor i is it poſſible, in any. caſe. to be abs 
ſur d (our knowledge of things being at 


beſt but fü T cial) that all the actual 
circumſtances | are [4 to us. On 
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the contrary,” the. direct concluſion; from 
teſtimaiyufe always particular, and runs 
thus: This is the fact in ſuch an 
individual inſtance. The remark now 
hrow light on 
ſome of the preceding obſervations, and 
to indicate the proper ſphere of each ſpe- 
is the only rule whereby we can judge con- 
cerning the future And as when the fun 
is below the horizon, we muſt 


of the ſtars; ſo in all caſes — have no 


teſtimony, we are under a neceſſity n recur- 

ring to experience, and of balancing 

bering - TO obſervations 3 
rr. Hg e d . evidence 


1 r 


* Wire ever blen b kneng or numbering ca can drake place 
the oppoſite'evi ences muſt be entirely ſimilar. It will rarely 
aſſiſt us in judging of facts ſupported by teſtimony : for even 


where contradictory teſtimonies come to be .confidered, you will 
hardly find, that the characters of the witneſſes on the oppoſite 
ſides are ſo preciſely equal, as that an arlthmetical operation 
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evidence reſulting hence, even in the clear 
eſt caſes, is acknowledged to be ſo weak, 
compari —_ * Which . from te- 


15 AY * . EE oe. + * 


mal * the credible uy matters Fa pure experience it 
hath often place. H Hence the computations that have been made 
of the value of annuities, inſurances, and ſeveral other com- 
mercial articles. In calculations concerning g chances, the de» 
gree of probability may be determiu'd with mathematical ex- 
actneſs. I ſhall here take the liberty, - ;tho' the matter be not 
eſſential to che deſign of this tract, to correct an overſight in 
the eſſayiſt, who always ſuppoſes, that where contrary evi- 
dences muſt be balanced, the probability lies in the remainder 

or ſurplus, when the leſs number is ſubtracted from the great 
er. The probability doth not conſiſt i in the ſurplus, but in che 
ratio, or geometrical proportion, which the numbers on the 
oppoſite ſides bear to each other. I explain myſelf thus. 
In favour of - one' ſuppos'd. event, there are 100 ſimilar 
inſtances, + againſt it 50. In another caſe under conſide- 
ration, the favourable inſtances are 60, and only 10 unfavour- 
able. Tho! the difference, or arithmetical proportion, which is 
| 50, be the ſame in both caſes, the probability is by no means 
equal, as che author's way of reaſoning implies. The probabi- 
lity of the firſt event is as 100 to 50, or 2 to 1. The pro- 
bability of the ſecond is as 60 to IO, or 6 to 1. Conſe- 
quently on comparing the different examples, tho” both be pro- | 
bable, the ſecond i X Is thrice as probable as the firſt. 


E-2 ſtimony, 
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ſtimony, that the ſtrongeſt 
built merely on the former, may , 
turn d by the ſlighteſt proof exhibited by 
the latter. Accordingly the future hath, 
in all ages and nations, been denomina- | 
ted the province of e and uncer- 
tainty. 


Tn us I have Ht, as 41 propos a chat 
the author' 0 reaſoning proceeds on a falſe 
hypotheſis. It ſuppoſeth teſtimony to 
derive its evidence ſolely from experience, 
which i is falſe. lt ſuppoſeth by conſe- : 
quence, that contrary obſervations have Aa 
weight in oppoſing teſtimony, which the 
firſt and moſt acknowled ged princi iples « of 
human reaſon, or, if you like the term 
better, common ae evidently ſhows that 
they have not. —— It aſſigns a rule for dif- 
covering the Wperiecity of contrary evi- 
dences, which, in the latitude there given 
it, tends to miſlead the judgment, and 
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which tis impoſſible, by Ou en 
he RE pier; „ von 


SECTION . 


Mr e i charged 2255 2 ſome Allien in his 
way of n. the argument. 


IN the e chere is frequent mention of 
the word experience, and much uſe e- 
very where made of it. Tis ſtrange that 
the author hath not favour d us with the 
definition of a term, of ſo much moment 
to his argument. This defect I ſhall en- 
deavour to 11 upply 3 ; and the rather, as the 
word a ppears to be equivocal, and to be 
us'd by the eſſayiſt in two very different 
ſenſes. The firſt and moſt proper ſignifi- 
cation of the word, which, for diſtinc- 
tion's ſake, I ſhall call perſenal experience, 
is that given in the preceding ſection. It 
ks is, as was obſery' * founded i in memo- 
7. and confiſts folely of the general ma- 
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xims or concluſions, that each individual 
hath form'd, from the compariſon; of 
the particular facts he hath remem- 
* berd.” In the other ſignification, in 
which the word is ſometimes taken, and 
which I ſhall diſtinguiſh by the term de- 
rivd, it may be thus defin'd. It is 
founded in 1g imony, and conſiſts not on- 
ly of all the experiences of others, which 
have thro that channel been communi- 
cated: to us, but of all the general ma- 
* xims or concluſions we have form'd, from 
the compariſon of particular facts atteſt- 


>. N 


9 


od? 


In propoſing his argument, the author 
would furely be underſtood to mean only 
perſonal experience; otherwiſe, his making 
teſtimony derive its light from an expe- 
rience which derives i its light from teſtimo- 
ny, would be introducing what logicians 
term a circle in cauſes. It would exhibit 
the ſame thin gs alternately, as cauſes and 


effects 
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effects of each other. Let nothing can be 
more limited, than the ſenſe which is con- 
vey d under the term experience, in the firſt 
acceptation. The mereſt clown or peaſant 
derives incomparably more knowledge 
from teſtimony,” and the communicated 
experierice of others, than in the longeſt 
life he could have n out of the trea- 
ſure of his own memory. Nay, to ſuch a 
ſcanty portion the a himſelf is not 
confin d. If that therefore muſt be the 
rule, the only rule, by which every teſti- 
mony is ultimately to be judged, our belief 
in matters of fact muſt have very narrow 
bounds. No teſtimony ought to have any 
weight with us, chat doth not relate an e- 
vent, fimilar at leaſt to ſome one obſerva- 
tion, which we ourſelves have had acceſs 
to make. For example, that there are ſuch 
people on che earth as negroes, could not, 
on that hypotheſis, he render'd credible 
to one who had never ſeen a negro, not 


even 
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even by the moſt numerous and the moſt 
unexceptionable atteſtations. Againſt the 
admiſſion of ſuch. teſtimony, however 
ſtrong, the whole force of the author's ar 
gument evidently ſtrikes. But that innu- 
merable abſurdities would flow from this 
principle, I might e evince, did I not 
think the taſk ſupe os od oa - 
The author himſelf is aware of = con- 

ſequences; and therefore, in whatever ſenſe 
he uſes the term experience in propoſing 
his argument; in proſecuting it, he with 
great dexterity ſhifts the ſenſe, and ere 
che reader is appriſed, inſinuates ano- 
ther. 'Tis à miracle,“ ſays he, © that 
4 dead man ſhould come to life, be- 
i cauſe that has never been obſer vd in a- 
ny age or country. There muſt there- 
* fore be an uniform experience againſt 
«© every miraculous event, otherwiſe the 
* event would not merit that appella- 


tion 
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* tion *.” Here the phraſe, an uniform ex- 
perience againſt an event, in the latter clauſe; 


is implicitly defin d in the former, not what 


has never been obſerv'd'BY us, but (mar 
his words) what has never been obſery'd 

IN ANY AGE OR COUNTRY. Now, what 
has been obſerv'd, and what has not been 
obſerv'd, in all ages and countries, pray 
how can you, Sir, or I, or any man, come 


to the knowledge of 22 Only I ſuppoſe by 


teſtim ony, oral or written. The perſonal 
experience of every. individual is limited to 
but a part of one age, and commonly to a 
narrow ſpot of one country. If there be 


any other way of being made acquainted 


with facts, tis to me, I own; an impene- 

trable ſecret; I have no apprehenſion. of 

it. If there be not any, what ſhall we 

make of that cardinal point, on which his 

argument turns? Tis in plain language, 

feſtimony is not intitled to the leaſt de- 
* 181. | Y 
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* gree of faith, but as far as it is ſupport- 
© ed by ſuch an extenſive experience, as if 
* we had not had a previous and indepen- 
=; dent faith in OE we could never 
have __— d. 


e eee Sea cnk 
ſophiſm to another! You will ſoon be con- 
vinced of this, if you but attend a little to 
the ſtrain of the argument. A miracle, 
ſays he, is a violation of the laws of na- 
* ture; and as a firm and unalterable ex- 
“ perience hath eſtabliſhed theſe laws, the 
proof againſt a miracle is as entire, as 
* any argument from experience can paſ- 
* fibly be imagined *,” Again, As an 
e uniform experience amounts to a proof, 
there is here a direct and full proof, 
from the nature of the fact, — the 
* exiſtence of any miracle . I muſt 
ance more aſk the author, What is the 


hy Be 180. | F Pe 18s, -; 
preciſe 
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ciſe meaning of the words firm, unalter- 5 
als ien, An experience that ad- 


ts 1 eption, is ſurely the only expe- 
rience, WP res can with propriety be term'd 
uniform, firm, . unalterable. . Now. fince, as 

was remark'd above, the fan greater part 
of this exper: ience; which compriſeth every 
age and every country, muſt be deriv'd 
to us from teſtimony ; that the experience 
may be firm, uniform, unalterable, there 
muſt be no contrary. teſtimony whatever. 
Yet by che author's; own hypotheſis, the 
miracles he would thus confute, are ſup- 
ported by teſtimony. At the ſame time 
to give ſtrength to his argument, he is un- 
der a neceſſity of ſuppoſing, chat there 1s 
no exception from the teſtimonies a gainſt 
them. Thus he falls into that parallo- 
giſm, which i is called begging the queſtion. 
What he gives with one hand, he takes 
with the other. He admits, in opening his 
Fx . deſign, 
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ſome expreſſions, which one w 


* tin preſume, will the accout 


* hiſtory “ en, does he 


reafon than this; becauſe fiich accot 
Have hitherto been found in all the 'hiſts- 


deſign, chat in 
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But that this, if pe 
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gine he had inadvertent 6 
*. long, ſays he, © as UPON: amn | 


4 and prodigies be fours 
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can hardly be ſuſpected to bave any other 
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ries, profane as well as ſacred, of times 
paſt. But we need not ecur to an infer- 
ence to obtain this «chiles; ma | 


is often to be met with in the eſſay.” 


one place we learn, that the witneſſes = 


miracles are an infinite 


| another, that all reli gious records os 8 
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ever kind abound with them *. I leave 
it therefore to the author to explain, with 
what conſiſtency he can aſſert, that the 
laws of nature are eſtabliſh'd by an uni- 
form experience, (which experience is 
chiefly the reſult of teſtimony) and at the 
ſame time allow, that almoſt all human 
hiſtories are full of the relations of miracles 
and prodigies, which are violations of thoſe 
laws. Here is, by his own confeſſion, te- 
ſtimony againſt teſtimony, and very ample 
on both ſides. How then can one fide 
claim a firm, uniform, and unalterable 
ſupport from teſtimony? _ | 
It will be in vain to object, that the te- 
ſtimony for the laws of nature greatly ex- 
ceeds the teſtimony for the violations; and 
chat, if we are to be determin'd by the 
greater number of obſervations, we ſhall 
reject all miracles whatever. I aſk, Why 
are the teſtimonies much more numerous 
| in the one caſe than in the other? The an- 
ſwer is obvious: Natural occurrences are 
p. 191. much f 


Or, becauſe. the number of natural births 
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much more frequent than ſuch as are pre» 
ternatural. But are all the accounts we 
have of the peſtilence to be rejected as ins 
credible, becauſe, in this country, we hear 
not ſo often of that diſeaſe; as of the fever? 


is infinitely greater than that of monſters, 
ſhall the evidence of the former be regard- 
ed as a confutation of all that can be ad- 
vanced in proof of the latter? Such an 
objector needs to be reminded of what was 
prov d. in the foregoing ſection; that the 
oppoſite teſtimonies relate to different facts, 
and are therefore not contradictory; chat 
che concluſion founded on chem, poſſeſſeth 


not the evidence of the facts on which it is 


founded, but only ſuch a prefumptive evi- 
dence, as may be ſurmounted by the ſlight⸗ 
eſt poſitive proof. A general concluſion 


from experience is in compariſon but pre- 


fi umptive and indirect; ſufficient teſtimony 
for a particular act | 18 direct and — 
evidence. 
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rell · very ſtrong teſtimony to engage his 
«-aflent to facts, which aroſe from a ſtate 
eren ee 120 which he was unac- 

- and bore ſo little analogy to 
nts, of which he had had con- 
© unt and uniform experience. Tho- 
*h they: were not contrary to his experience, 
ren mable to it. Here 

a diſtinction i is artfully ſuggeſted, ein 
whar'is contrary to experience, and what is 
10 mable to ĩt. The one he allows may 
ee eſtimony, but not the other. 
A diſtinction, for Which the author ſeems 
to have fo great - it will not bei TOs 
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| If my reader happen to be but lirde ac- 
quainted with Mr Hume's w s, o 


to give FO . an attentive aer. 

to take notice aun vrhether in one 
ſingle paſſage, he can J any be 
given to the terms contrary to ' experience, 
but that which has not been oxperiei 
Without this aid, I ſhould not be ſurpi 
that I found it difficult to oonvince the ju- 

dicious, that a man of ſo much acutene 3, 
one ſu much a philoſopher as this author, 
ſhould, with ſuch formality, make a dif- 

tinction, which not only the eſſay, bur 
the whole tenour of his philoſophies wr 
tings ſhows evidently; to have no mean | 
Is that which is cqntrary ta experience a 
ſynonymous phraſe for that which implies 
a contradiction? --If this were the caſe, 
there would be no. need to recur to expe- 
rience for a refutation, it would refute it- 
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« frofts in Muſcory; you cannot ain 
fore reaſonably, . any more than they, 
*:DE#: nen as to the conſequences.” 


a8 „ ne he would, 


the account given by ſhame: barbarians 
* of the manner in which the earth is ſup» 
ported, it only ſhifts the difficulty a ſtep 
further back. My objection ſtill rec 
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Parti. 
Tus Echink I haigg floh thatiehe 
authoriis tchargeable wäthurſbene ——_— 
in his way rdf managing the argum 


— that henall along weailahimaſdbof on | 
ainbiguirpidt abe word x aer 


AR NGN 9 4 ? 
er a prejudice againſt the a But ſuppoſing that | 


thro! inadvertency, be bad us d the term f- 
of ſaſpenſion, which would have been both intelli 


| per ; one would at leaſt expect, that the word miracle in the 
eſſay, always expreſt the ſenſe al the definition 


videndly does not. Thus in the inſtance of the mir: 
P. 203. in the vate) he calls it, in-the beginning of the para« 
« graph, ( A violation of the uſual conrſe of nature , bat i 


the end, after tilling us that ſach a miracle, on the er 


ſuppos d, © qur preſent philoſophers oughy to receiye, "NY 
& tain, he ſubjoins, (how conſiſtently, let the reader judge) 
te and ought to ſearch for the cauſes, whence it might be de · 
« riy'd.” Thus it is inſinuated, that tho* a fact apparently 
miraculous, and perfectly extraordinary, might be admitted by 

iloſophery: {ill the reality of the miracle muſt be denied. 
if the interppſa] of the Deity be the proper ſolution of the 
phenomenon; why. recur to.natural:cauſes? Hence a careleſm 
reader is inſenſibly led to think, thatthere is ſome {ſpecial inere · 
þ 1 ſuch an interpoſal, diſtin from eee, 
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hat has realonidgyinelules Aa e Owe 
ument, he ai 
iſtinctions, where, even him- 
ſelf being judge, there is no difference. 
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Mr wu. ame give up his hauen. ange- 


R Hume himſelf” methiaks I hear 
CAE. my reader repeating v with aſtoniſh- 
ment, * gives up his favourite argument! 
T prove this point is indeed a "IF bold 
| attempt. Yet that this attempt 1 is not al- 
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Teredeanher's ee ns that ſingle circum- 
| Nance, and places ſuch an interpoſition juſt on the lame foot- 
ing with every event that is equally uncommon. At one time, 
he uſes the word miracle to denote a bare inprobability, as will 
appear in the Gxth ſe Glien: at another, abſurd and miraculous 
are, with him, ſynonymous terms; ſo are alſo the miracu- 
lous nature of an event, and its ab/o/ute impoſſibility. 
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ſtrange part the eſſayiſt ævidently acts. . 
own cheſe ara his words, 1ff:there 
may poſſibly be miraclesb on wiglations 
* of the uſual; counſe.of mature of nch a 
« kind as to admit of proof, from human 
* teſtimony, | 
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5 teftinbonyl, Ahn perhaps; is this hois mo- 
deftcomdugh,ogerfavexinathingl) puþapsy 
edit wäll kel impoſlible no fitidiany bur. in 
Hallsthe regords, ofi:hiſtory. I Terchis de- 
olaratiom he ſubibins the ꝗollowming fuppo: 
nion: iff Suppoſe all autharsman all lan- 
$cigun gu na gere, that from i the Iſt of Ja- 
nuar y, 606;1there was a total darkneſs 
4e ver the Nhe earth for ght days; 
5 #fyppoſc; that the traditidn of this extra- 
eee eue ee. Fl: ſtnong and lively 
ig hed pebple zthabl.all' travellers, 
r eee countries, 
bring us accountsof the fame tadition; 
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<:tioms:/tis evident, that our pireſent. philo- 
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had made the above a- 


who are acquainted wifh his writings; to 
poſſeſs uncommon penetration and phileſo- 
phical abilities, that this were: the fame in- 
dividual, who had ſo ſhort while-before 
affirm'd, that © a miracle, or a Ro 
of the uſual courſe of nature, fupported 
* by any human teſtimony, is more pro- 
te perly a ſubject of deriſion than of argu- 
ment *;” who had infiſted, that ® it is 
not requiſite, in order to reject the fact, 
äto be able accurately to diſprive” this'te= e 
“ ſtimony, and to trace is ＋ 
© that ſuch an evidence carries carries ab 
© on che very face of it #;” that ® de need 
but oppoſe even to a cloud of witnelles, 
* the abſolute impoſſibility, or, | ' which & 
* one, miraculous nature of the. events, ” 

* which they relate; that this in the eyes 

* of all reaſonable N will alone be 
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dignity of hiv end," to * che leaſt of it, 

can in no religion be pleaded” with greater 
advantage, than in the Chriſtian.  Fhe 
other is, That the preſum ption ariſing from 
the religious affection, inſtead of weaken - 
ing, corroborates the evidence of the go- 
ſpel. The faith of Jeſus was promulgated, 
and gained ground, not with the aſſiſt- 
ance, but in defiance, of all the en 
zeal a 1 n 1 the 2 5 


In ones? to ee the ſecond 2 


lary, it will poſſibly be urged, that proſe- 
Iytes to a religious ſyſtem; different from 
that wherein they were educated, may be 
gain'd at firſt; either by addreſs and elo- 
quence, or by the appearances of uncom- 
mon ſanctity, and rapturous fervours of 
devotion; that if once people have com+ 
ei „ ſiaſm 
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ſiaſin is almoſt unavoidable; and that en- 
thuſiaſm will fully account for the utmoſt 
pitch both of credulity and falſeneſs. 
Admitting that a few converts might be 
made by the aforeſaid arts, it is ſubverſive 
of all the laws of probability, to imagine, 
that the ſtrongeſt prepoſſeſſions, fortified 
with that vehement abhorrence which 
contradiction in religious principles rarely 
fails to excite, ſhould be ſo eaſily vanquiſh'd 
in multitudes. Beſides, the very pretext 
of ſupporting the doctrine by miracles, if 
a falſe pretext, would of neceſſity do un- 
ſpeakable hurt to the cauſe. The pretence 
of miracles will quickly attract the atten- 
tion of all to whom the new doctrine is 
publiſhed. - The influence which addreſs 
and eloquence, appearances of ſanctity 
and fervours of devotion, would otherwiſe 
have had, however great, will be ſuperſe- 
ded by the conſideration of what is infi- 
mitely. more ſtriking and deciſive. The 
. miracles 
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miracles will therefore firſt be canvaſſed, 
and canvaſſed with a temper of mind the 
moſt unfavourable to conviction. Tis 
not ſolely on the teſtimony of the evange- 
liſts that Chriſtians believe the goſpel, tho 
that teſtimony appears in all reſpects ſuch 
as merits the higheſt” regard; but it is on 
the ſucceſs of the goſpel; it is on the teſti- 
mony, as we may! juſtly call it, of the 
numberleſs proſelytes that were daily 
made to a religion, oppoſing all the religi- 
ous profeſſions then in the world, and ap- 
pealing, for the ſatisfaction of every body, 
to the viſible and miraculous interpoſition 
of Heaven in its favour. The witneſſes 
confider'd in this light, and in this light 
they ought to be conſider d, will be found 
more than a ſufficient number: and tho 
perhaps there were few of them, what the 
Oy would denominate men of educa». 
tion and learning; yet, which is more 


eſſ ential, they were generally men of good | 
FA ſenſe, 
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ſenſe, and knowledge enough to ſecur 
them againſt all deluſion, as to thoſe plain 


tion of the words) neither did, nor could de- 


| rive to themfelves either intereſt or honour our 


by their 1 but did eee 


It 3 alſo to e 5 


AP is here no contradiftory . teſtimony, 
notwithſtanding that both the founder of 


our religion and his adherer 


the firſt ſurrounded by inveterate enemies, 
who never * eſteem' d the matter too incon- 
* fiderable to deſerve their attention or re- 
* gard; and who, as they could not want 
the means, gave evident proofs that they 


wanted not the inclination to detect the 


fraud, if there had been any fraud to be 
detected. They were jealous of their own 
reputation and authority, and foreſaw but 
too clearly, that the mer of Jeſus would 

give 
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give a fatal blow to both. Ane 
author to rey chm by Ki own rules . 


there is no apparent ground of — 
from the character of the witneſſes; there 
is no intereſt Which they could have in 
impoſing on the - world; there is not a 
ſmall number of witrieſfes, they are innu- 
merable. Do the hiſtorians of our Lord 
deliver their teſtimony with doubt and he- 
ſitation ? Do they fall i into the oppoſite ex- 
treme of uſing too violent aſſeverations? 
So far from both, that the mot amazing 
inſtances of divine power, and the moſt 
intereſting events, are related without any 
cenſure or reflection of the writers on per- 
ſons, parties, actions, or opinions; with 
ſuch an unparallell'd and unaffected ſim- 
plicity, as demonſtrates, that they were 
neither n animated: "_ _— 


like 
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like . nor had any deſign of 
working on the paſſions of their readers. 
The greateſt miracles are recorded, with as 
little appearance either of doubt or wonder 
in the writer, and with as little ſuſpicion 
of the reader's incredulity, as the moſt 
ordinary incidents: A manner as unlike 
that of impoſtors as af enthuſiaſts ; a man- 
ner in which thoſe writers, are altogether 
fingular ; * and Iwill add, a manner whach 
can on no ſuppoſition be tolerably ac- 
counted for, but that of the truth, and 
not of the. truth only, but of the notoriety, 
of the events which they related. They 
ſpoke like people, who had themſelves 
been long familiariz d to ſuch acts of om- 
nipotence and grace. They ſpoke like 
people, who, knew, that many of the moſt 
marvellous actions they related, had been 
ſo publicly perform'd, and in the preſence 
of multitudes alive at the time of their 
writing, as to be uncontrovertible, and as 


In 
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in fact not to have been controverted, e- 
ven by their bittereſt foes. They could 
| boldly appeal on this head to their ene- 

es. A man, ſay they, ſpeaking of their 
maſter , approved of God among you, by 
miracles and wonders and ſigns, which Go 
did by him in the mdf of you, as YE YOUR- 
SELVES ALSO KNOW. The objections of 
Chriſt's perſecutors againſt his doctrine, 
thoſe objections alfo which regard the na- 
ture of his miracles, are, together with his 
anſwers, faithfully recorded by the ſacred 
hiſtorians ; tis ſtrange, if the occaſion had 
been'given, that we have not the remoteſt 
hint of any objections againſt the reality 
of his miracles, and a confutation of thoſe 
a | 


Bur A the manner in which the 
firſt proſelytes may be gain'd to a new re- 
bgion, and ft uppoling ſome —— = 'd, 


2 Acts i ii. 22. 5 | 
na 
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no matter how, to the faith of Jeſus; can 
it be eaſily accounted for, that even with 
the help of thoſe early converts, this reli- 
gion ſhould have been propagated in the 
world, on the faſ/e pretence of miracles? 
Nothing more eaſily, ſays the author. 
Thoſe original propagators of the goſpel 
have been deceiv'd themſelves; for © a re- 
« lpioniſt may be an entbufraff, and ima» 
„ gine he ſees what has no reality . 
Were this admitted, it 'would not, in wy 
| preſent caſe, remove the difficulty. 
muſt not only himſelf imagine he = 
what has no reality, he muſt make every 
body preſent, thoſe who are no enthuſiaſts, 
nor even friends, nay he muſt make ene- 
mies alſo, imagine they ſee the ſame thing 
which he imagines he ſees; for the mi- 
racles of Jeſus were ecknowiodged —_ thoſe 
who perſecuted him. 
That an enthufiaft is very liable to be 


p. 185. 


— 


— 
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impos'd on, in whatever favours the par- 
ticular ſpecies of enthuſiaſm, with which 
he is affected, none, who knows any thing 
of the human heart, will deny, But ſtill 
this frailty hath its limits. For my own 
part, I cannot find examples of any, even 
among enthuſiaſts, (unleſs to the convic- 
tion of every body they were diſtracted) 
who did not ſee and hear in the ſame man- 
ner as other people. Many of this tribe 
have miſtaken the reveries of a heated ima- 
gination, for the communications of the 
Divine Spirit, who never, in one fin gle in- 
ſtance, miſtook the operations of their ex- 
ternal ſenſes. Without marking this dif- 
ference, we ſhould make no diſtinction be- 
tween the enthuſiaſtic character and the 
| frantic, which are in themſelves evidently 

- diſtin. How ſhall we then account from 
enthuſiaſm, for the teſtimony given by the 
apoſtles, concerning the reſurrection of 
their maſter, and his aſcenſion into hea- 
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ven, not to mention innumerable other 
facts? In theſe it was impoſſible that any, 
who in the uſe of their reaſon were but 
one remove from Bedlamites, | ſhould have 


been deceiv d. Yet, in the preſent caſe, 
the unbeliever muſt even ſay more than 


this, and, accumulating abſurdity upon ab- 


ſurdity, muſt affirm, that. the apoſtles 
were deceiv'd as to the reſurrection and 


' aſcenſion of their maſter, notwithſtanding 


that they themſelves had concerted the 


plan of ſtealing * nn and concealing 


it. 


Bur this is not the only reſource of the 
infidel. If he is driven from this ſtrong 
hold, he can take refuge in another. Ad- 
mit the apoſtles were not deceiv'd them- 


1 elves, they may nevertheleſs have been, | 


thro' mere devotion and benevolence, i inci- 
ted to deceive the reſt of mankind. The 


rel gioniſt, rejoins che author, may know 
* his | 
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© his narration to be falſe, and yet perſe- 
* vere in it, wit 


h the beſt intentions in 
the world, for the fake of MAY ſo 
holy a cauſe Sf; | : 
That little pious frauds, as- te are ab- 
ſurdly, not to ſay impiouſly, called, have 
been often praQtis'd by ignorant zealots, 
in ſupport of a cauſe, which they firmly 
believ'd to be both true and holy, is not 
indeed to be queſtion d. But in all ſuch 
caſes the truth and holineſs of the cauſe 
are wholly independent of thoſe artifices: 
A perſon may be perſuaded of the former, 
who is too clear ſighted to be deceiv d by 
the latter. In the Romiſh church, for ex- 
ample, there are many zealous and ortho- 
dox believers, ho are nevertheleſs inca- 
pable of being impos d on by the lying 
wonders, which ſome of their clergy have 
* The circumſtances o a: the * 
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miraculous events which they atteſted, 


were not only the evidences, but the diſtin- 
guiſhing doctrines of the religion which 


they taught. What were the tenets, by 
which they were diſtinguiſh'd, in their re- 
ligious ſyſtem, particularly from the Pha- 


riſees, who own'd not only the unity and 


perfections of the Godhead, the exiſtence 
of angels and demons, but the general 
reſurrection, and a future ſtate of rewards 


and puniſhments? Were not theſe their pe- 


culiar tenets, That Jeſus, whom the Jews 
and Romans join d in crucifying with- 
out the gates of Jeruſalem, had ſuffer d 
that ignominious death, to make atone- 


* 3 


ment for the fins of men *? that, in 


teſtimony of this, and of the divine ac- 

ceptance, God had rais'd him from the 

dead! that he had exalted him to his 

own right hand, to be a prince and a 
* Rom. v. 6. . N 


K 


ſaviour, 
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- 


8 


and the remiſſion of their fins *? that 


* 


K 


ther +? that he will deſcend from hea- 
ven at the laſt day, to judge the world 
in righteouſneſs f. and to receive lis 
faithful diſciples into heaven, to be for- 
ever with himſelf f? Theſe fundamen- 
tal articles of their ſyſtem, they muſt 
have known, deſerwd no better appella- 
tion than a ſtring of lies, if we ſuppoſe 
them liars in thie teſtimony they gave of 
the reſurrection and aſcenſion of their ma- 
ſter. If, agreeably to the Jewiſſi hypothe- 


K „ KA 


E 


5 lis, chey had, in a moſt wonderful and da- 


ring manner, ſtole by night che corpſe 
from the ſepulehre, chat on the report of 
his reſurrection, they might found the ſtu- 
pendous fabric they had projected among 
themſelves, how was it poffible they ſhould 
conceive the cauſe to be either true or ho- 


© Ads ii. 32. bc. v. 36. . Ec. x. 40. ec. 2 : ** fi. 1, 
Þ Ads x, 42. Xvii. 31. Jo. Xiv. 3. 


ly? 


ſaviour, to give repentance to the people, 


he is now our advocate with the Fa- 
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ly? They muſt have! known, that in thoſe 
cardinal points, on which all depends, they 
were falſe witneſſes concerning God, wil 
ful corrupters of the religion of their caun- 
try, and public, though indeed diſintereſt- 
ed incendiaries, whereſoever they went. 
They could not therefore enjoy even that 
poor ſolace, that the end will ſanctif/ 
* the means; a ſolace with which the 
monk or anchoret ſilences the remonſtran- 
ces of his conſcience, when, in defence of 
a religion which he regards as certain, he, 
by ſome pitiful juggler- trick, impoſeth on 
the credulity of the rabble. On the n 
ry, the whole ſcheme of the apoſtles mu 
have been, and not only muſt have bees, 
but muſt have appear d to themſelves, a 
moſt audacious freedom with their mak , 
a villanous impoſition on the world, and 
I will add, a moſt fooliſh and ridiculous 
projet of heaping ruin and diſgrace upon 
chemſelves, without che 0 bees of any 
| „ 3 
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compenſat tion in the preſent life, or rever- 
ſion in the future. 


| ONcE more, can we account for ſo ex- 
traordinary a phenomenon, by attribu- 
ting it to that greateſt of all motives, as 
the author thinks it“, an ambition to 
Ny attain ſo ſublime a character, as- that 
* of a miſſionary, a prophet, an . 
“ dor from heaven?” 19 75 1 
Not to mention, ah f. wh a towering 
ambition was but ill adapted to the mean 
rank, poor education, and habitual cir- 
cumſtances, of ſuch men as the apoſtles 
moſtly: had been; a deſire of that kind, 
whatever wonders 1t may effectuate, when 
ſupported by enthuſiaſm, and faith, and 
zeal, muſt have ſoon been cruſh'd by the 
outward, and to human appearance inſur- 
mountable difficulties and diſtreſſes they 
had to encounter; when quite unſu pport- 
3 p. 200. 


wc ed 
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ed from within by either faith, or hope, 
or the teſtimony of a good conſcience ; ra- 
ther I ſhould have ſaid, when they them- 

ſelves were haunted from, within by a con- 
ſciouſneſs of the blackeſt guilt, impiety, 
and baſeneſs. Strange indeed it muſt be 
own'd without a parallel, that in ſuch a 
cauſe, and in ſuch circumſtances, not on- 
ly one, but all, ſhould have the reſolution 
to perſevere to the laſt, in ſpite of infamy 
and torture; and that no one among ſo 
many confederates, ſhould be induced to 
betray the dreadful. ſecret. 

Tus it appears, that no addreſs in the 
FOUNDER of our religion, no enthuſiaſtic 
credulity, no pious frauds, no ambittous 
Views, in the FIRST CONVERTS, will ac- 
count for its propagation on the plea f 
miracles, if falſe; and that conſequently 
there is no preſumption. ariſing from-hu- 
man nature | againſt the miracles ſaid to 

have 
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have bern WTO _ in Proof o 1 Chriſtia- 
nity. * 5 SS © 7 t 13 


5 4 * c 
Ls 4 


SECTION 5 


There is 0 pr ſumprion aber Pia the hi- 
Am of mankind, againſt the miracles ſaid 
to have been e, e. in 2 - cart 
2 25 le 


42 


N the 3 ſection 1 reaſon'd 15 

from the knowledge we acquire by ex- 
perience, concerning human nature, and 
the motives by which we ſee that men 
are influenced in their conduct. I come 
nov to the examination of facts, that 1 
may know whether the hyftory of man- 
kind will invalidate or en orate * 
reaſonings. 


Ta E eſſayiſt i 18 ; confident, that all the e- 
videnes reſulting hence is on his ſide. 
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Nay fo unqueſtionable a truth does this 
appear to him chat He never attempts to 
prove it: he always preſuppoſeth it, as a 


* univerſally acknowledged. G Men in 


© all ages, we learn from a paſſage already 
N ha ve beefi much impos d on, by 
ridiculous ſtories of miracles aſcrib'd to 
new ſyſtems of religion . Again he 
e that the violations of truth "are 
te more common in the teſtimony concern- 


ing religious miracles, than in that con- 


“ cerning any other matter of fact +.” 
Theſe aſſertions however, tho' us d for the 
ſame purpoſe, the attentive reader will ob- 


ſerve, are far from conveying the ſame 


ſenſe, or being of equal weight in the ar- 
gument. The difference hath been mark- 
ed in the fourth ſection of the firſt part of 
this tract. The oracular predictions a- 
mong the ancient Pagans, and the pretend · 


ed wonders perform d by capuchins 6 and 


# 4g 204. in the note. t p- 205. in the note. 
| fins 


- 
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friars, y i itinerant or ſtationary teachers 
among the Roman Catholics, the author 
will doubtleſs reckon among religious mi- 
racles; but he can with no propriety de- 
nominate them, miracles aſcrib'd to a new 
ſyſtem of religion *,. Now tis with. thoſe 
bender vg C 


e cftiond the, author- inſiſt; that ſich miracles are neverthe- 
leſs mępnt tp eſtabliſh, if not a new ſyſtem, at leaſt ſome new 
Point of religion; that thoſe which are wrought i in Spain, for 
| example, „ are not intended as proofs of the goſpel, but as proofs 
of the efficacy bf a particular crucifix, or relic; which is al- 
ways 4 ney point, ori at leaſt not pniverſally receiy'd ; I muſt 
beg the render will conſider, What | is the meaning of this ex- 
n a new point of religion It is not @ new Hſiem, tis 
mr A new Joe bne.' We know; that one article of faith i in 
ther churciiſ of Rome is, that the images and relics of ſaints 


ahi opbe worſened, Wer. nom alle, thas in proof of this 
article, tis one, of their 1 principal arguments, that miracles are 


a ought by Ul. of ſuch relics and images. We know far- 
ther, kat that church never attempted to enumerate her relics 


and otherrumpery, ang, thus to aſcertain the individual objects 


of the alfffuimn of her Yotarics. The producing therefore a 
new relic 4 5 55 or nels as an object of worlhip, implics 
not of Fa iation ſrom: the faith eftabliſh'd; at the ſame 


time _ opinion, that '2wiracles are perform'd by means of ſuch 
Sh | Q 2 = relic, 


in proof of Chriſtianity bear any analogy. 
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of the claſs laſt mentioned, and with 
thoſe only, that I ani concerned; for *tis 


only to them that the miracles 


bold aſſertion, That © men in all ages have 


* been much impos'd on, by ridiculous 


5. ſtories of miracles aſcrib'd to new ſy- 
© ſtems of religion. For my part, it ap- 
pears to me clear as day, that there is not 
the ſhadow of truth in it. What could in- 


duce an author ſo well vers'd in the an- 
nals both of ancient and modern times as 


Mr Hume, in ſuch a poſitive manner to 


advance it, I am at a loſs to conceive. I 
believe it will require no elaborate diſtſui- 


ſition to evince, th at theſe wo, JUDAISM 


relic, image, or crucifix, proves, in the minds of the people, 


for the reaſon aſlign'd,i a very ſtrong confirmation of the faith 
eſtabli pd. All ſach miracles. therefore muſt be conſider d, 
as wrought in ſupport of the receiv'd ſuperſtition, and according- | 
Th are TO favour'd i by the PEE prejudices, 


and 


— — — — 
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and CHRISTIANLTY, are of all that have 
ſubſiſted, or now ſubfiſt in the world, the 


only religions, which claim to have been 
founded on the evidence of miracles. At 


deſerves alſo to be remarked, that it is 
more in conformity to common language, 
and incidental diſtinctions which have a- 
riſen, than to ſtrict propriety, that I de- 
nominate Judaiſm and Chriſtianity, two 

religions. *Tis true, the Jewiſh creed, in 


the days of our Saviour, having been cor- 


rupted by rabbinical traditions, ſtood in 
many refpects, and at this day ſtands, in 
direct oppoſition to the goſpel. But when 
we conſider the religion of the Jews, not 
as the ſyſtem of faith and practice, ; which 
preſently obtains, or heretofore hath ob- 
tain'd among that people; but folely as 
the religion that is revealed in the law 
and the prophets, we muft acknowledge, 
| that in this inſtitution are contained the 
rudiments of the goſpel. The ſame great 

; plan 
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plan carried on by the divine providence, 

{ for the recovery and final happineſs of 
mankind, is the ſubject of both diſpenſa ; 
tions. ee are by conſeeuence cloſely 
connected. In- the former we rare ac - 

cocſion dndiriſe, in the 
latter more fully with the ↄrugreſa and com 
pletion of this benign contri vanca. / Tis 
for this reaſon that the ſeriptures fl che 
Old Teſtameut, which alone cantainotherant | 
thentic religion of the s VN aop uh 
ever been/ acknowledged ti the I OHg 
an eſſential part of the ggſpehrextlateen; 
The apaſtles and evangeliſts, in everytpant 
of their writings, pxeſuppoſe the truth 
the Moſajg economy), and often foyng 
both; hein dectrine and arguments up 
it. ITis/xherefore, I affirm, only in. prof 
of this one. ſęries of revelations, that the 
aid of miracles hath» with nſucceſs : bean 
pretended! to. po aotfrbowg 719g 
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CN che Bac egen J ſhould ra · 


ther ſay, can any of theynumberleſs reli 


gions / ( for they are totally diſtinct) known 
by the common name of Pagan, produce 


any claim of this kind that will merit our 


attention? . I£ the: author knows of _— 1 
wiſh he had menti 
quity, as far as my acquaintance with it 
eacheth, L can recollect no ſuch claim. 
Hewever that I may not, on the one hand, 
apptaints paſs the ma > ff 
on the other, loſe myſelf, as Mr Hume 
exproſſes it, in too wide a field; 1 ſhall 
0 whether the ancient reli- 
gol er Geech or Rame (which of all the 
ſpecies 6f:Heatheniſh fuperſtition are on 
many adeeuts the moſt remarkable) can 


preſent claim of this nature. Will it be | 


| ſaid, that that monſtrous heap of fables we 


find in ancient bards;:relatingizto the ge- 


nealogy, production, amours and atchieve- 


ments, of the gods, are the miracles on 


which 


tter too ſlightly; 3 or, 
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are confeſſedly recorded many centuries 


can deſerve. the, name of evidence;baving: 
been produced, or even alledged, an. ptagf; 

of them; thirdly, chat the intention af. tho 
writers ſeems to be ſolely the amuſemeut 
not the conviction of their readers: bhiaat 
accordingly no writer ſaruples too mòdel 
the mythblogy to has: particular ta ſto top 
rather E e put all agree:utatrogating/ 


. 2 =; | On 


{> ® 


* 0 2 — — $9 - - 
mat po 8 . M 
* — ir pr re”; 4 * 5 of both 
* py 22 2 - 4 0 < L 


—— — 


Seft. 2. OO FULLY ADTESTED., 129 


o __ — eiten 
f 1 of Æſop. But to 
much in refu tation of 


1 © the next' place, whether 
theManoMeTAN wo 
ſpeculative principles appears more ratio- 
nal PORE 'to have been bunte on the « e- 

Ei des / 4 


| Maboract;/thefounderof this is profeſion, 


openly - and frequently; as all the world 


knows, diſclaim'd fuch evidence. He 
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kater of the Roma Fiths; 7 
that he had with the: goddeſs E 
* ons time to time parxels.af 
—— — right 
journey. But theſe miracles could; be no 
evidences of his miſſion; hecauſe mog- 
fon was witneſs” to Thema then 
trary, it was debaufe bib adhenentn had 
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preconding divine wilſon,” will hardly 
| 1v3delii iche mer 


reaſon for fuch-a"ſaggeſtion.» „There Was 
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groſſeſt deceit would prove: 3 þ 
What pity was it, that Mahomet had 
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auxiliaries he had reaſon to hope the tnoſt 
impudent Pretences: waildcbo-ervinn'd 
e — 1 sid prophet 
this —— IO in6ſting;cabes Ns 
one ing to fatiafy friendryrandnombes 
NT ons A 19100 251 189d zAcid) 


Johger, 11h eee comms 
expos'd fromthe 


of cattle, — of "Under, 191. 
e 5 


0 SD 


Sect. 4 GOSPEL FULLY ATTESTED. 137 


ching to ſilence ur convert nem that i 
was one thing th irapoſe on mens intellxts, 
and another thing to dectite their nf 
that tho an attempt ofthe làſt ind ſhould 
ſucceed with ſome, yet if the fraud were 


r 
ſtary af craft would be his 


eee Auch pritetded.. en 
would: becom daily more prying and eri- 
tick]; chat the conſequences would infalli- 
bly.ppoverfatal-to: ther whole deſign; and 
that therefore ſuch a cheat was vn no ac- 
cer hate ver to be riſked. To chis me- 
thinks 1 hear the other replying with ſome 


90 ot ; PI. | f ir i 1 - o 
5 = 191619754 Mak bu © che fr 2. „ and you 
< will certainly. find, chat hat judgment, 


Fay and what ſenſes your auditors have, 
* th &y will will | renounce by principle i un thoſe 

+ ſublime + and myſterious: ſuhjects; they 
3 | 8 7 2 will 
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* will imagine they ſee and hear what has 
no reality, nay. whatever, you ſhall deſire 
that they ſhould ſee and hear. Their cre- 
* dulity (forgive a freedom which my⁊zeal 
inſpires) will increaſe your impudence, 
© and your impudence will 2 OVErpawer 
their credulity. The ſmalleſt ſpark ray 
here kindle into the greateſt flame; be 
* cauſe the materials are always propar'd 
for it. The: av‘. genus auriculurum 
* ſwallow greedily, without! exairration; 
© whatever ſoothes ſuperſtition and Pris 
* motes wonder. Whether the judicious 
reader will reckon'that the prophet or his 
counſellor would have had the Bdtter in 
this debate, F ſhall not takt ußon e to 
decide. One perhaps (if might be m- 
dulged in a conjecture} wwhoſt motions Are | 
founded in rttaphyfical Hef Hfrit, Pop 
whoſe reſolittidns are inflated 3592 ang. 
torical declamation, WII incline les AHG. 
pinion of the latter. One whoſe ſenei- 
ments 
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ments Are the reſuilt of a practical know- 
ledge of mankind,” will probably ſubſcribe 


to the. judgment of ke former, and will 


allow; chat il this inſtanee the CAPTAIN- 
GENERA Hand PROPHET of Jy act- 
ed the more prudent part. 

Shalh we then Gy; that it was a more 
ohgeurer themrtt on which: IJESsus CHRIST 
appeared: Were his ſpectators more igno- 
rant, dor Igſa aduanſt ? wHhe contrary of both 
is Magifeſt. It May, indeed be affirmed 


with, trath, hat thę religion of the wild 


Arahs vas More repugnant to the doctrine 
of, Mahomęt „than theft religious dogmas 


ee ererto, thoſe of. Jeſus. But 5 
Wh ihall ern egregiouſly, if We conclude 2 


thence; that vo this repngnancy the repug- 
| nac AHD cdi ſpeſſtiono in the. profeſſors of | 
thaſe gigi apt ba praportionate. , "Tis 
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* a very ſtrong tendency to idolatry, they 


are nevertheleſs but little attach'd to i 


% dolatrous religions; that tho' they have 
no great tendency to ſpiritual ideas, they 
“ are neverthelefs ſtrongly attach'd to re- 
ligions which injoin the adoration'of a 
„ ſpiritual being *.” Hence an attach- 
ment in JEws, CHRISTIANS, and Ma- 
HOMETANS, to their reſpective religions, 
which was never diſplay'd by POLY- _ 
THEISTs of any denomination. But its 


* 


ſpirituality was not the only cauſe of adhe- 


rence which the Jews had to their reli- 
gion. Every phyſical, every moral motive 
concurr'd in that people to rivet their at- 


tachment, and make them oppoſe with 


violence, whatever bore the face of inno- 
vation. Their religion and polity were ſo 
blended as ſcarce to be diſtinguifhable : 
this engag'd their patriotiſm. They were 
ſelected of God preferably” to otner na- 
»De Peſprit des loix, liv. 25. chap. 2. 

tions: 
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tions: this inflam'd their pride. They 
were all under one ſpiritual. head, the 
higb-prieſt, and had their ſolemn feſtivals 
celebrated in one temple: this. ſtrength- 
ened their union. The: ceremonies of their 
public worſhip were magnificent: this 
flatter d their ſenſes. Thoſe ceremonies al- 
ſo were numerous, and occupied a great 
part of their time: this, to all the other 
grounds of attachment, ſuperadded the 
force of habit. On the contrary, the ſim- 
plicity of the goſpel, as well as the ſpirit 
of humility, and moderation, and charity, 
and univerſality, (if I may be allow 'd that 
term) which it breath'd, could not fail to 
alarm a people of ſuch a caſt, and awa- 
ken, as in fact it did, the moſt furious op- 
poſition. Accordingly, Chriſtianity had 
fifty times more ſucceſs amongſt idolaters, 
than it had among the * J am there- 

. Ble Treat i hence this motive h had, , appear frm Adds 
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fore warranted to aſſert, that if the mir: 
racles of our Lord and his apoſtles Had 


been an impoſture, there could not/ on 
the face of the earth, have been chaſen-for 

exhibiting them, a more unfavourable 
theatre than Fudea. On the other; hand, 


had it been any where practicable, by a 


diſplay of falſe wonders, to make converts 
to a new religion, no where: could à pro; | 
ject of this nature have been -conduRted:: 
with greater probability of ſucceſs than an 
Arabia. So much for the contnaſt there lis 
betwixt the Chriſtian MEss IAH andrithdc 


plea of miracles to the ſynagogue andſthep 
bb 7; li grigw. 7797 to fagfdol 
Ager! 11501 Tigrs ift to atoms 
Bur from HHH ENSHAnd/ Mall embers 
TANs, let ſus turn; uren he Riff 
STIAN world. „The „enlorghjegt hara m 


which merits our artention, q E ¹hgO⁰ 


505 under 
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under this: denomination of inks a- 
{crib'd to a new ſyſtem, and as what may 
be thought to rival in credibility the mi- 
racles of the goſpel, are thoſe ſaid to have 
been perform di in the primitive church, af- 
ter che times of the apoſtles, and after the 
finiſhing of the ſacred canon. Theſe will 
probably be aſcrib'd to a new ſyſtem, 
ſince Chriſtianity, for ſome centuries, was 
not (as the phraſe is) gabliſbed, or (to 
ſpeak more properly) corrupted by human 
authority; and fince even after ſuch eſta- 
bliſhment, there remained long in the 
: empire a conſiderable mixture of idolaters. 
We have the greater reaſon here to conſi- 
der this topic, as it hath of late been the 
ſubject of very warm diſpute, and as the 

cauſe of Chriſtianity itſelf (which con- 
ceive is totally diſtinct) { eems to have been 
ſtrangely confounded with it. From the 
manner in which the argument hath been 
conducted, who, I = aſk, would not 
_ conclude, 
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conclude, that both muſt ſtand · or fall to- 
gether? Nothing however can be more 
groundleſs, nothing more injurious to the 
religion of Jeſus, than fuch a concluſion. 
The learned writer who hath given 
riſe to this controverſy, not only acknow- 
ledges, that the falſity of the miracles 
mention'd by the fathers, is no evidence 
of the falfity of the miracles recorded in 
ſcripture, but that there is even a pre- 
14 ſumption in favour of theſe, ariſing from 
miaoſe forgeries, which he pretends to have 
detected. The: juſtneſs of the remark 
contain'd in this acknowledgment, will 
appear more dearly from the fallaving 
obſervations. _ Monika 
Let it be oval, fiſt, hor re 
numbers of people are àſcertainꝰd of the 
truth of ſome muracles, whether chen can. 
viction ariſe from ſenſe or t Day, - 


* Dr Middleton? 5 _— diſcourſe to his ſn from 
Rome. | 'S 
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das in all ſuch . the preſumption 
racle ek uncommonneſs muſt 
r 


rt [ag vec tenets, this 
1s wil rally ſaggeſt to thoſe, who 
are; zealous wy propagating. favourite opi- 
nions:mireligion, to recur to the plea of mi- 
n the moſt effectual expedient for 
acrumpliſhing their end. This they will 
been ged to do on a double account: 
fol, ; ktowzuthat People f from recent 
experience, are made to ent duch a con- 
fimation 3 , then kon that in 
ednſequbho:-a6-this-experience,.the incre- 
dibilitys{ blob the prineips) ah ructi 
© frckraatander kings A manner re 
mov'd; and there is, on the contrary, as 
wot 7513 ai o Stoouib ,vi 

in ſuch circum ances there certainly would 
* be, 


[Up 


228 >a, 
"HAN 


n 
. * D 


. Fw yi 1 * 
PA « * 5 22 
"vine: = rt 
c 
* = 5 PI — 


2 N Di 
— 4 1 7-5 "7 
A IG 
7 * . 


pris” 


— — 
<4 - Py . 0 
- * o . 
* Wl x hs 54 —_ Dis PLES 
re SIS 


N 
” 4 
i: 
* b 4 x 
. LY F 
4 . 1 
2; Hu 
1 2:30 
7 2 
4 1 } 
% } b4 
4 A 1 
1 
þ, - [ 7 
vx. 1381 
s 
4 K "0 o : 
$ * 1+ 
1 44 
q ne 
9 
171 a 
CITES F 
* 8 
11. j 
+ - , > 
nen. 
* „ 
11 [ j 
f i $4 
: * 
9 } *Z 
2 (19 
Y 5 LL... $ 
Di. 
i Ss 4 
- $4424 1; 
1 F 
n 
* P } N 
1 vt i 
"Ss . 
ie 
1 4. 
1 o . 

5 +. 1101 

1 . 13 

1 1 

by 1 1 
= 1 { 
7 | | 
WEE 
3.34: (5998 

} Set 7! b& | 

1 8 7 . 

* "+, I 

* 1 't 

£4. *3 3:7 

1 1 

4 ein 

17 . i; 7 

1 
0 17 , : 
{40058 
n 
o Fi . © 
* — 14 4} 
p 3 il 'Þ 
OSS |. 

i F Fl N 
7 14 1* 
Ie 
7 * 

19 9 1 i? 

d} LS 2 is 

124 ' 

SE © 7 154 

, ME i 

FT. - Y 31 

i; 17 * 
; 1 N 

5 91 10 

r 

bs 15 — f > 
f £4 8. N 
1 : 1 *0 { 
n 10 , 
3 E® 4-444 
b U . 
* is 
" 4: 14 
1 „ 5 
: "il 
ES IU - 4 141 
N => - 
+l 1h 
r 
34. | 
179 1 
7 1 * " . 
* . 1 | 
9 J RT 

7 8 1 r 1 
13 { . . 07 

21 1 

: " © [48 

F825: a) 

EF 107) FE 

enn 

2 * ' bot + 
F1. i; 

T + 
; ” 1 
1.0 1 
1 7 
? f 
W431 Ih 

+4 ” 1008 

$548 11 ; 

8 3 

L 4&8, 4 

S719: {8 

ma > 3:1 

4 * It 1.#4 
7 FF :388 31: 

WF 1 

3 1 

91 

1. 8 

* 2 Tz 
1 *, 

a Ez 

. 

9 81:5 +38 

x 4” 

*. 7% Ru 

* 31 
e 
N 

is 

—_— 

7 7 4i$ 2 
i. 
p r 
. 
+ 4 
9.7 3 18": 2 
7 . 2 
. 11TH 
4 _ S723 +44. 
r 
© KF ©! Hz 
IS =. 'v 

* 1 

IT * 71 o& 
— *1* $2 
1 L 3 
WW. „ $ 
1 q "7 3 
5 * (+ 's 
8 1 
$7 % 'F's 
OS "5 : 

1 „ ; 

> — 

4 4X TI'S © ; 
$2 7 

n 

1 l ©, 4 [ 

$4 

* - 

* 1 9 
y * 
n 
. 

© 

7 

. 

30 

; 10 +1 

i: 1 


—— 
* oi 


< 
F 


- — — 
an. rh * — 1 
8 — —_—_ _ 1 


— 4 — SR 5 * 
- 3 mn K PRC ark, ec. 
— — =. > 7 —— — — 2 
Ry — - fp => It * * 2 —— 
— 9 — . TIT 
＋ 1 2 — RISE 
5 N e ä P 
7 * - a 


n 
— „ 3 r - 8 
- — 5 


2 


r 
$3 
3 — 


hath one wonderful event 


| bes Aa promptneſs, in the ear e to re- 


ceive B 11 


Add to theſe, that if nee ſult che h 
n. of mankind, or even gue own expe- 
rience, we ſhall be convinced, that hardly 
actually. hap- 


pen'd in any country, even where there 
have not been ſuch viſible temptations, to 
forgery, which hath. not given riſe to falſe | 
rumours of other events ſimilar, but ſtil 
more wonderful. Hardly ::bath any per- 
ſon or people atchiev'd ſome exploits truly 


extraordinary, ta whom common 


hath not quickly attributed many others, 


y at leaſt, if not ipal. 
As fame may, i in — en 
to a multiplying glaſs, r 
almoſt always conclude,in m the lame * way 
concerning both; e know — — 
not a h objec, correſponding. to every 
* A de. ted, aß ch ſame time Ne 
te 5. 31 ½ 8 ex 
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know that there muſt be me e to 
give riſe to the appearances. 
I ſhould therefore only beg of our 1 
verſaries, that, for argument's ſake; they 
will ſuppoſe that the miracles related in 
the New Teſtament were really perform dz 
and then, that they will candidly tell us, 
what, according to their notions of hu- 
man nature, would, in all likelihood, 
have been the conſequences. They muſt 
be very partial to a darling hypotheſis, or 
Uttle acquainted with the world, who will 
Kefitate to own, that, on this ſuppoſition, 
tis not barely - probable, but certain, that 
for a few endow'd with the miraculous 
power, there would ſoon have ariſen num- 
bers of pretenders; that from ſome mi- 
racles well attcſte(;” bEcafion. would have 
been taken to propagate innumerable falſe 
reports. If ſo, with what colour of ju- 
ſtice can the detection of many ſpurious 
reports among the primitive Chriſtians be 
FS: conſider'd 


% 
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conſider d as à preſumption againſt thoſe 
miracles, the reality of which is the moſt 
plauſible, nay the only plaufible account 
_ that can be given of the origin of ſuch 
reports? The preſumption is too evident- 
ly on the oppoſite ſide to need illuſtration. 
Tis not my intention here to patronize 
either ſide of the queſtion which the Doc- 
tor's Free inquiry hath occaſioned. All 
that-concerns my argument 1s, barely to 
evince, and this I imagine hath been e- 
vinced, that, granting the Doctor's plea to 
be well founded, there is no preſumption 
ariſing hence, which tends in the loweſt 
degree to diſcredit the miracles recorded 
in holy writ; nay, that there is a contrary 
preſumption. In further confirmation of 
this truth, let me aſk, Were there ever, in 
any region of the globe, any ſimilar preten- 
fions to miraculous powers, before that me- 
morable era, the publication of the goſpel? 
Let me aſk again, Since thoſe pretenſions 
þ 293 ceaſed, 
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ceaſed, hath it ever been in the power of the 


moſt daring enthuſiaſt, to revive them any 
where in fayour ofa newſyſtem? Authentic 
miracles will, for a time, give a currency 
to. counterfeits ; but as the former become 
leſs frequent, the latter become more ſu- 


ſpeed, till at length they are treated with 
general contempt, and diſappear. The 
danger then is, leſt men, ever prone to ex- 


tremes, run to as great a pitch of incredu- 


lity, as formerly of credulity. Lazineſs, 


the true ſource of both, always inclines us 
to admit or reject in the groſs, without en- 
tering on the irkſome taſk of conſidering 
things in detail. In the firſt inſtance, 
knowing ſome ſuch events to be true, they 
admit all without examination; in the- ſe- 


cond, knowing ſome to be falſe, they reject. 
all without examination. A procedure this, 


which, however excuſable in the unthink- 
ing herd, is altogether Nb a aged 
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But to return: It may be chought, that 


che claim to miracles in the early ages of 


the church, continued too long to be ſole- 


ly ſupported on the credit of thoſe per- 


form d by our Lord and his apoſtles. In 


order to account for this, it ought to be 


attended to, that in the courſe of ſome 
centuries, the ſituation of affairs, with re- 
gard to religion, was really inverted. E- 
ducation, and even ſuperſtition, and bigo- 

try, and popularity, which the miracles 


of Chriſt and his apoſtles had to encoun- 


ter, came gradually to be on the fide of 
thoſe wonders, ſaid. to have been per- 
form'd in after times. If they were potent 
enemies, and ſuch as, we have reaſon” to 
believe, nothing but the force of truth 
could vanquiſh ; they were' alſo potent al- 
lies, and may well be ſupposdo able to 
give a temporary triumph to falſehood, 
eſpecially when it had few off ne enemies 


to combat. But in diſcourſiig on the pro- 


. Gigies 
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digies ſaid to have been perform'd in pri- 
mitive times, I have been inſenſibly carried 
from the point, to which 3 propos d in this | 
ſection; to confine myſelf. From inqui UTIL 
into miracles s aſcrib'd to new ſyſtems, I 
have procegded to thoſe pleaded . in confir- 
mation of dunn. e 2 18 
1 ee beser BE ct 
N 10 W „ &i pro- 
5 laſtly, to inquire, whether, ſince 
that time, any bereſiarch Whatever, any 
founger, of a new ſect, or publiſher of a 
yſtem, hath pretended to miraculous 
ryiſt had known of any 
| ſuch pretender, he ſurely would: have men- 
tion'd him. But as he hath not afforded 
us any light on this ſubject, I ſhall juſt 
recall to the remembrance of my reader, 
thoſe penſons whoa, either as innovators or 
reformers, have made ſome figure in the 
—_— They were the perſons from 
whom, 
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whom, if from any, a plea of this kind 
might naturally have been expected; eſpe- 
cially at a time We was either 


to emerge out of it. 
Was ever then this | high 1 


the power of miracles, claim d or exercis d 


by the founders of the ſects of che Wal- 
denſes and Albigenſes? Did Wickliff in 
England pretend to it? Did Huſs or Je- 


anemia?” To come nearer mo- 


rom in Bc 


dern times, Did Luther in Germany, 


Zuinglius in Switzerland, Calvin in 
France, or any other of the reformers, ad- 
vance this plea? Do ſuch of them — 
racles they perform'd, or appeal to them 
as the evidences of their doctrine? Do co- 
temporary hiſtorians alledge, that they 


challenged the faith of their auditors, in 


conſequence of ſuch ſupernatural powers? 
I prom if they did, that their miracles 
might 
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might be aſcrib'd: to a new ſyſtem. © For 
tho' they pretended only to re-eſtabliſh the 
Chriſtian inſtitution, in its native purity, 
extirpating thoſe pernicious weeds, which 
falſe philoſophy had - introduced into the 
doctrinal part, and Pagan ſuperſtition in- 
to the moral and the ritual; yet as the re- 
ligion they inculcated, greatly differ d 
from the faith and worſhip of the times, 
it might, in this reſpect, be denominated 
a new ſyſtem; and would be encounter d 
by all the violence and prejudice, which 
novelties in religion never fail to excite. 
Not chat the want of real miracles was a 
preſumption againſt the truth of their doc- 
trine. The God of nature, who is the 
God of Chriſtians, does nothing in vain. 
No new revelation was pretended to; con- 
ſequently there was. no occaſion for ſuch 
ſupernatural ſupport. They appeal'd to 
the revelation formerly beſtow'd, and by 
all parties acknowledg'd, as to the proper 
E U rule 
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rule in this controverſy : they appeal'd to 
the reaſon of mankind as the judge ; and 
the reaſon of mankind was a competent 
judge of the conformity of their 3 
to this unerring rule. 

But how, upon the author's principles, 
ſhall we account for this moderation in 
the reformers ? Were they, in his judg- 
ment, calm inquirers into truth ? Were 
they diſpaſſionate reaſoners in defence of 
it? Far otherwiſe. He tells us, They 
may ſafely be pronounced to have been 


* univerfally inflam'd with the higheſt en- 


* thuſiaſm *,” And doubtleſs we cannot 
expect from this hand a more amiable pic- 


ture of their diſciples. May not we then, 


in our turn, ſafely pronounce, this writer 
himſelf being judge, that for a man to i- 
magine he ſees what hath no reality, to 
_ impoſe in this manner not only on his 
own underſtanding, but even on has ex- 
* Hiſtory of Great Britain, James I. chap. f. 

| ternal 


1 -. 
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ternal ſenſes, is a pitch of deluſion higher 
than the higheſt enthuſiaſm can produce, 


and 1s only to be Ac to dn She | 
frenzy . BEES? „ * 


Since 


. Perhaye | it will ba pleaded , that the aki of miracles 
was conſider'd by the leaders in the reformation as a Popiſh ar- 
tifice, and astherefore worthy of being diſcarded with the other 


abuſes which Popery had introduced. That this was not the 
light i in which miracles were view'd by Luther, who juſtly - 


poſſeſſes che firſt place in che liſt of reformers, is evident from 
the manner in which he argues againſt Muncer, the apoſtle of 
the Anabaptiſts. This man, wickout ordination, had afſum'd 
the office of a Chriſtian paſtor. Againſt this conduct Luther re- 
monſtrates, as being, in his judgment, an uſurpation of the ſa- 
cred function. Let him be aſked,” ſays he, Who made 


cc him a teacher of religion? If he anſwers, Gop; let him 


cc prove it by a viſible miracle: for tis by ſuch ſigns that God 
« declares himſelf, when be gives an extraordinary miſſion.” 
When this argument was afterward retorted on himſelf by the 
Romaniſts, who deſir d to know how his own vocation, original- 

ly limited and dependent, had become not only unlimited, but 


quite independent of the hierarchy, from which he had receiv'd 


it; his reply was, That the intrepidity, with which he had been 
enabled to brave ſo many dangers, and the /ſucce/3 with which 
his 3 had been crown'd, ought to be regarded as miracu- 
7 Us3 Jous ; 
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Since the world began, there hath not 
appear'd a more general propenſion to the 
wildeſt fanaticiſm, a greater degree of 


credulity in every claim to the illapſes of 


the Holy Spirit, or a more thorough con- 
tempt of all eſtabliſh'd modes of worſhip, 
than appear“ d in this iſland about the 


middle of the laſt century. 'Tis aſtoniſh- 


ing, that when the minds of men were in- 
roxicated with enthuſiaſm; ; when ny 


lous: And indeed moſt of his followers were of this opinion. 
But whether this opinion was erroneous, or whether the argu» 


ment againſt Muncer was concluſive, tis not my buſineſs to in- 
quire. Thus much is evident from the ſtory : firſt, That 
this reformer, far from rejecting miracles as a Romiſh trick, 


acknowledged, that in ſome religions queſtions, they are the 


only medium of proof; ſecondly, That notwithſtanding this, he 
never attempted, by a ſhow of miracles, to impoſe on the ſen- 
ſes of his hearers; (if they were deceiv'd in thinking that his 


ſucceſs and magnanimity were miraculous, twas not their ſenſes, 


but their underſtanding that was deceiy'd) /aſt/y, That the Anas 


. baptiſts themſelves, tho” perhaps the moſt outrageous fanatics that 


ever exiſted, did not pretend tothe power of working miracles. 
w—Sicidanlib. 5. Luth. De votis monaſt. &c. . ad . 
Sax. Ducem. ap. — 


new 
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new pretender to divine illuminations was 
quickly ſurrounded by a crowd of follow- 


ers, and his moſt incoherent effuſions 


greedily ſwallow'd as the dictates of the 


Holy Ghoſt; that in ſuch a Babel of ſecta- 


ries, none are to be found, who advanced a 


claim to the power of working miracles ; a 


claim which, in the author's opinion, tho 


falſe, is eaſily ſupported, and wonderfully 
ſucceſsful, eſpecially among enthuſiaſts. 
Yet to Mr Hume himſelf, who hath written 
the hiſtory of that period, and who. will 
not be accus'd of neglecting to mark the 
extravagancies effected by enthuſiaſm, I 
appeal for the truth of this remark. 
Will it be alledged as an exception, that 


one or two frantic people among the Qua- 


kers, not the leaders of the party, did ac- 


tually pretend to ſuch a power? Let it be 


remember'd, that this conduct had no other 


conſequences, but to bring upon the pre- 


tenders ſuch a general contempt, ' as in 


\ . : 1 
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that fanatical and gloomy age, the moſt 
unintelligible jargon or glaring nonſenſe 
would never have been able to produce. 
Will it be urged by the eſſayiſt, that e- 
ven in the beginning of the preſent centu- 
ry, this plea was reviv'd in Britain by the 
French prophets, a ſet of poor viſionaries, 
who, by the barbarity with which- they 
had been treated in their own country, 
had been wrought up to madneſs, before 
they took refuge in this? I muſt' beg 
leave to remind him, that it is manifeſt, 
from the hiſtory of thoſe delirious” and 
unhappy. creatures, that by no part of 
their conduct did they ſo effectually open 
the eyes of mankind naturally credulous, 
diſcredit their own inſpirations, and ruin 
their cauſe, as by this, not leſs fooliſh 
than preſumptuous pretence. According- 
ly they are perhaps the only ſect, which 
hath ſprung up ſo lately, made ſo great a 
5 buſtle for a _ and which f is neverthe- 
leſs 
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leſs at this day totally extinct. It deſerves 
alſo to be remarked concerning this people, 
that tho' they were mad enough to ima- 
gine that they could reſtore a dead man 
to life; nay tho' they proceeded ſo far, as 
to determine and announce beforehand | 
the day and the hour of his reſurrection; 
yet none of them were ſo diſtracted, as to 
imagine, that they had ſeen him riſe; not 
one of them afterward pretended, that 
their prediction had been fulfill'd. Thus 
even a frenzy, which had quite diforder'd 
their intellects, could not in this inſtance 
overpower their ſenſes. 


UPON the whole, therefore, till ſome 
contrary example is produced, 1 may 
warrantably conclude, — that the religion 
of the BIBLE is the only religion extant, 
which claims to have been founded on 
the evidence of miracles; — that tho, in 
different ages and countries, numberleſs 


enthuſiaſts 
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enthuſiaſts have ariſen, extremely few have 
dared to advance this plea ; — that where- 
ever any have had the boldneſs to recur 
to it, it hath prov'd the bane, and not 


the. ſupport, of their cauſe. * Thus it 


hath been evinced, as was propos'd, that 


there is no preſumption ariſing from the 


hiftory of the world, which can in the leaſt 


invalidate the argument from miracles, in | 


defence of Chriſtianity. * 99 


SECTION IL 


No miracles recorded by hiſtorians of other re- 
ligions are ſubwerſeve of the evidence ari- 

ing from the miracles wrought in proof of 
Chriftianity, or can be conſider d as contra- 
ry tefttmony. 


HY isa miracle regarded as evi- 
dence of a religious doctrine? 
Or, © What connection is there between an 
RET 
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0 0 of power admitted to be ſupernatural, ; 
and the truth of a propoſition pronoun- 
ced by the perſon who exerts that power?” 
Theſe are queſtivns, which ſome of our in-. 
fidels have exulted in as unanſwerable: 
and they are queſtions, which tis proper 
to examine a little; not ſo much for their 
own ſake, as becauſe a ſatisfactory anſwer 
to them. may throw light on che — 
of this ſection. 

A man, I ſuppoſe, of: an b 
character, advanceth doctrines in religion, 
unknown before, but not in themſelves 
apparently impious or abſurd. We inter- 
"py him about the manner wherein he 

ttain'd the knowledge of thoſe doctrines. 
15 affirms, That by no proceſs of reaſon- 
ing, nor in any other natural way, did he 
diſcover them; that, on the contrary, they 
were reveal'd to him by the Spirit of God. 
It muſt be own'd, there lies a very ſtrong 
| preſumption againſt the truth of what he 
X -._ 1 _ 
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ſays; and tis of conſ equence to inquire, 5 
| whence that preſumption ariſeth. It is 
not primarily from any doubt of the man's 

integrity. If the fact he related, were of 


an ordinary nature, the reputation he has 


hitherto maintain'd, would ſecure him 


from being ſuſpected of an intended de- 


ceit. - It is not from any abſurdity or im- 


moral tendency we perceive in the doc- 
trine itſelf. It arifeth principally, if not 


ſolely, from theſe two circumſtances, the | 
extreme uncommonneſs of ſuch a revela- 


tion, and the great facility with which 


people of ſtrong fancy may, in this parti- 
cular, impoſe upon themſelves. The man, 
I ſuppoſe, acquaints us further, that God, 


when he communicated to him the truths 
he publiſhes, communicated alſo the power 
of working miracles, fuch as, of giving 
ſight to the blind, and hearing to the deaf, 


of raiſing the dead, and making whole 
the maimed. *Tis evident, that we have 


preciſely 
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preciſely the ſame preſumption againſt 
his being endued with ſuch a power, 
as againſt his having obtained ſuch a 
revelation. -'Two things are aſſerted: 
there is one preſumption, and but one, 
againſt them; and it equally lies againſt 
both. Whatever proves either aſſertion, 
removes the only preſumption which 
hinders our belief of the other. The 
man, I ſuppoſe, laſtly, performs the mi- 
racles before us, which he ſaid he was 
commiſſionꝰd to perform. We can no 
longer doubt of a ſupernatural communi- 
cation, We have now all the evidence 
which the integrity of the perſon could 
give us, as to any ordinary event atteſted 
by him, that the doctrine he delivers as 
from God, is from 'God, and therefore 
wills" Pin 57 cle ad 32 
Nay, we have more evidence than for 
any common fact, vouched by a perſon 
of undoubted probity. As God is both 
X 2 almighty 
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almighty and all-wiſe,: if he Rath | wo. I Il 
on any ſo uncommon a privilege, 


highly probable; that it is beſtow'd for 
| 3 ſome end uncommonly import 


„ To 4 *-.. A ah 
2 


And what more tant end than 
to r to men that which may be con- 
ducive to their preſent and eternal happi- 
neſs? It may be ſaid, That, at moſt, it 
can only prove the interpoſal of ſome 


power ſuperior to human : CY the being 


who interpoſeth is perhaps à bad being, 


and intends to deceive us. This, it may 


be allowed, is pofible ; but the other u 


| ture, we have no poſitive evidence of the 


exiſtence of ſuch intermediate beings, good 
or bad. Their exiſtence is therefore only 


poſſibie. Of the exiſtence and perfections 


of God, we have the higheſt moral aſſu- 
rance. Secondly, I there were ſuch beings, 


that raiſing the dead, and giving fight 9 
| the blind, 9 come within the verge 


EW 


Seer 3. 605PBL FULLY arrrer xo. 265 : 


of cheir power, is ao. but poſſible; RY 
ce 


they are within the ſphere of omnipotei 
is certain. Thirdly, Whatever ſeems to im- 
ply a il penſion of any of the eſtabliſhed 
nature, we may preſume, with 
appearance of reaſon,” proceeds from 
_— —_ of nature, either inmdiutriy, 
which amounts to the ſame e 
23 that is, by the interve => 


fome agent impower'd by him. To all 


theſe there will alſo {accrue ꝓreſumptions, 
not only, as was hinted already, from the 
character of the preacher, but from the 


apparent tendency of the. doctri ne, and 


from the effect it-produceth on thoſe who 
receive it. The connection now between 


er 


the miracle and the doctrine is obvious. 


The miracle removes the improbability of 


a ſupernatural communication, of which 


evidence. This improbability, which was 
the only obſtacle, being removed, the doc - 
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trine hath, at leaſt, all the evidence. wi ba 

common fact, atteſted by a man of known 

virtue and good ſenſe, 4!) 

In order to illuſtrate this dicks: | 1 all 

recur to the inſtance I have already had 

' occaſion to conſider, of the Dutchman and 
the King of Siam. I ſhall ſuppole, that, 
beſides the account given by the former 
of the freezing of water in Holland, he 
Bad inform'd the prince of the aſtoniſh» 
ing effects produced by ' gunpowder, with 
which the latter had been entirely unac - 

quainted. Both accounts appear to him 
alike incredible, or, if you pleaſe, abſo- 
lutely impoſſible. Some time afterward, 
the Dutchman gets imported into the 
kingdom a ſufficient quantity of gunpow- 
der, with the neceſſary artillery. He in- 

forms the monarch of this acquiſition; 
who having permitted him to make expe- 
riments on ſome of his cattle and build - 


Angs, perceives, with inexpreſſible amaze- 
| ment, 
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ment, that all the European had told 
him, of the celerity and violence with 
which this deſtructive powder operates, is 
ſtrictly conformable to truth. I aſk, any 
conſiderate perſon, Would not this be e- 
nough to reſtore the ſtranger to the In- 
dian's good opinion, which, I ſuppoſe, 


his former experienced honeſty had inti- 
tled him to? Would it not remove the 


incredibility of the account he had given 
of the freezing of water in northern coun- 


tries? Yet, if abſtractly conſider d, what 


connection is there between the effects of 
gunpowder and the effects of cold? But 
the preſumption ariſing from miracles, in 
favour of the doctrine publiſhed by the 
performer, as divinely inſpired, muſt be 
incomparably ſtronger; ſince from what 
hath been ſaid, it appears to have ſeveral 
peculiar circumſtances, which add weight 
to it. Tis evident, then, that miracles 
are a N Proof, and perhaps the only 
proper 


- — — 
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proper proof, of a: revelation 20 
ven. But tis alſo evident, that 
may . be wro ght for other — oſes, a 
may not be intended as proofs of ; do 
trine whatſoerer. CC 


4 4 k 8 q 
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"Tay Us much bein ing e 1 pies pk 
amine another very curious argument of 5 
the eſſayiſt: jo There is no teſtimony,” 5 
fon he, for any prodigy, that is not op- 
pos d by an infinite — of xitneſ. 
* ſes; ſo that not. only the miracle de- 
« « ſtroys: the credit of the teſtimony, but 
even the teſtimony deſtroys atlelf * * A 
In order to a this ſtrange. poſition, - 
he obſerves, that, in matters of religior * 
an whatever is different is. contrary ; ; and 
* that it is impoſſible the religions of an- 
& cjent Rome , of Turky, of Siam, and of 
China, 1 ſhould all of them be eſtabliſh- 


& ed on any ſold foundation, Every n mi- 


CCC 
4 e | 


gs GOSPEL FULLY ATTESTED. . 169 


* racle therefore pretended to have ee 

* wrought in any of theſe religions, (and 
all 6f them abound in miracles) as its 
direct ſcope is to eſtabliſh the particular 
* ſyſtem. to which it is attributed, ſo it 
“ has the ſame force, tho more indirectly, 
to overthrow every other ſyſtem. In 
* deſtroying a rival lem, it likewiſe de- 
© ſtroys the credit of thoſe miracles, on 

* which that ſyſtem was eſtabliſhed ; ſo 
te that all the prodigies of different reli- 
*« gions are to be regarded as contrary 
facts, and the evidences of theſe prodi- 
gies, whether weak or ſtrong, as oppo- 
© fite to each other.” Never did an au- 
thor more. artfully avail himſelf of indefi- 
nite expreflions. With what admirable 
ſleight does he vary his phraſes, ſo as to 
make the inadvertent reader look upon 
them as ſynonymous, when in fact their 
fignifications are totally diſtin? Thus 
LE what, by a moſt extraordinary idiom, is 
> | called 
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called at firſt, © miracles wrought in a re- ; 
© ligion,” we are next to regard, as mi- 
© tacles attributed to a particular ſyſtem, 
and laſtly, as miracles, the direct ſcope 
© of which is to eſtabliſh that ſyſtem. E- 
very body, I will venture to ſay, in be- 
ginning to read the ſentence, if he forms 
any notion of what the author means by 
a miracle wrought in a religion, under- 
_— it barely as a miracle wrought a- 
© mong thoſe who profeſs a particular re- 
* ligion,” the words appearing to be us d 
in the ſame latitude, as when we call the 
traditional tales current among the Jews, 
tho they ſhould have no > amp to reli- 
gion, Jewiſh tales; and thoſe in like man- 
ner Mahometan or Pagan tales, which are 

current among Mahometans or Pagans. 
Such a miracle, the reader, ere he is a- 
ware, is brought to conſider as a miracle 
attributed to a particular ſyſtem; nay fur- 

| * as a * che direct of 
* which 


* 
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* which is to eſtabliſh that ſyſtem.” Tet 


nothing can be conceivd more different 


than the meaning of thoſe expreſſions, 


which are Here Rang OO as n i 


valentt. lib 

Tis BY Ae all Fg Aird of which 
there is any record, come under the firſt 
denomination· They are all fuppos'd to 
have been wrrought before men, | or among 
men; and where - ever there are men, there 


is religion of ſome kind or other. Perhaps 


too all may, in a very improper ſenſe; be 
attributed to a religious / ſyſtem. - They 


all imply an interruption of the ordinary 


courſe of nature. Such an interruption, 


where· ever it is obſerved, will be aſcrib'> 


to the agency of thoſe divinities that are 
ador'd by the obſervers; and ſo may be 


ſaid to be attributed by them to their 


own ſyſtem. But where are the miracles 


(thoſe of holy writ excepted). of which you 
can ay: with propriety, it is their direct 
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ſeope to eſtabliſn a particular ſyſtem ? : 
Muſt we not then be ſtrangely, blinded by 5 
the charm of a few. ambiguous terms, it 
we are made to confound things ſo widely 
different ? Yet this confuſion is the very 5 
baſis, on which the author founds his rea- 
ing, and rears this tremendous conclu- 
Lions That a miracle of Mahomet, or any 
of his ſucceſſors, and, by parity of rea · 
ſon, a miracle of Chriſt, or any of his apo- 
ſtles, is refuted (as if it had been men- 
tioned, and had, in expreſs terms, been 
* con nn by the teſtimony of Titus 
Livius, Plutarch, Tacitus, and of all the 
ee eee Chineſe, Grecian, and Roman 
2 Catholic, who have related any miracles 
in their particular en Fere all the 
miracles, that have been related by men of 
different religions, are ed as coming 
under the common denomination of mira · 5 
cles, the direct ſcope of which vas bo eſta· 
bliſh thoſe e — ſyſtems; an 
infiouation, 


2 
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inſinuation, in Which ee is not even 
the ſhadow: Paley tec 

That we may be fatisſied on this poi, 
let the following obſervations eon 


the miracles of profane hiſtory be attend 


ed ta. Fiat, Many facts are related as mi- 


raculous, where we may admit the fact, 
without - acknowledging the miracle. In- 
ſtances of this kind we have in relations 
concerning comets, eclipſes, meteors; 
earthquakes, and ſuchlike. Secondly, The 

miracles may be admitted as genuine, and 
the ma 


for them, rejected as abſurd. The bne- is 
a matter of teſtimony, the other of con- 
jecture. In this a man is influenced by e- 


;. 9 


ducation, by p 
nions. In every country, as was obſery'd 


already, men will recur to the theology of 
the place, for the ſolution of every pheno- 


menon ſuppos d miraculous. ' But, that 


it was the ſcope of the miracle to ſupport 


the 


aner in which hiſtorians account” 


, by received opi- 


1 
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the theology, is one th ng ; Anda fe: = 
ciful men thought they diſcover d in the | 
theology the cauſes of the miracle, is-ano- M 


ther. The inhabitants of Lyſtra accot 
ed, from the principles of their own re i- 
gion, for the miracle perform'd in cheir 
city by Paul and Barnabas . Was it 
therefore the ſcope of that dee to — 
port the Lycaonian religion? Thirdly, 
: Many miracles are recorded, as B duced: 
directly by Heaven, without the miniſtra- | 
tion of men: by what conſtruction are 
theſe diſcover d to be proofs of a particu- 
lar ſymtem? Yet theſe alſo, where- ever 
they happen, will be accounted for by the 
natives of the country, from the princi- 5 
ples of their own ſuperſtition. Had any 
of the Pagan citizens eſcap'd the ruin in 
which Sodom was miraculouſly involved, = 
they would doubtleſs have ſought for the 
cauſe of this deſtruction in the eſtabliſhed 


a ; ® Acts xiv. 8. dc. 


mode 
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iſm, and would probably 
have imputed it to the vengeance of ſome 
of their deities, incurr'd perhaps by the 
neglect of ſome very frivolous ceremony. 
Would it therefore have been the ſcope of 
the miracle to confirm this nonſenſe? 
Fourthiy, Even n ſaid to have been 
perform d by a man, are no evidences of | 
the truth of that man' s opinions; ſuch, I 
mean, as he pretends not to have receiv'd 
by revelation, but by the exerciſe of rea- 
ſon, by education, or by information from 
other men; no more than a man's being 
_ endow'd with bodily ſtrength | greater than | 
ordinary, would prove him to be ſuperior 
to others in his mental faculties. I con- 
clude with declaring, that if inſtances ſhall 
be produced, of miracles wrought by men 


of probity, in proof of doftrines which 


z they affirm to have been reveal'd to them 


from Heaven, and-which are repugnant 
to the doctrine of the Bible, then I ſhall 
think 
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think it equitable to ales that Sell gious 
miracles contradict one another. Then 
will reaſonable people be reduced to che 
dilemma, either of diſproving the allega 
tions on one ſide, or of acknowledging 
| that miracles can be no evidence of revela- 
tion. No attempt however hath as yet 
been made by any writer to produce an in- 
ſtance of this kind. 5 10 
But will nothing leſs atisky! 25 mts” 
the author. Will not the predictions of 
* augurs and oracles, and the intimations 
ſaid to have been given by the gods or 
* ſaints in dreams and viſions, of things 
not otherwiſe knowable by thoſe to 
whom they were thus intimated ; will 
not theſe, and ſuchlike prodigies, ſerve 
in ſome degree as evidence? As evi- 
dence of what? Not of any religious prin- 
ciples convey'd at the ſame-time by revela- 
tion; tis not pretended, that there were 


12 duch but as evidence of principles, 
| which 
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which had been long before entertain d, 

and which were originally imbib'd from 
education, and from education only. 

That the evidence here, ſuppoſing the 
truth of the facts, is at beſt but very indi- 
rect, and by no means on the fame footing 
with that of the miracles recorded in the 
goſpel, might be eaſily evinced, if there 
were occaſion. But there is in reality 
no occaſion, finc as is no ſuch evi- 
dence- of the facts as can juſtly intitle 
them to our notice. Let it be remember'd, 
that, in the fourth ſection of the firſt part, 
it was ſhown, that there is the greateſt diſ- 
parity, in reſpect of evidence, betwixt mi- 
racles perform'd in proof of a religion to be 
eſtabliſhed, and in contradiction to opinions 
generally receiv d; and miracles perform'd, 
on the contrary, in ſupport of a religion 
already eſtabliſhed, and in confirmation of 
opinions generally receiv'd; that, in the 


former caſe,' there is the ſtrongeſt pre- 
Z ſumption 


of 
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ſi umption for the miracles, in the Jamar a- 
gainſt them. Let it alſo be remember d, 
that in the preceding ſection it was ſhown, 
that the religion of the Bible is the only 
religion extant, which claims to have been 
founded. on the evidence of miracles; 3 that 
this prerogative neither the Pagan reli igion, 
the Mahometan, nor the Roman- Catholic, 
can, with any appearance of reaſon, arro- 
gate; and that, by conſequence, there is 
one of the ſtrongeſt preſumptions poſſible 
for the miracles. of the goſpel, which is 
not only wanting in the miracles of other 
religions, but which 1s. contraſted by the 
ſtrongeſt preſumption x poſlible againſt. theſe 
miracles. And tho this preſ umption1 ſhould 
not, in all caſes, be accounted abſolutely 
N inſuperable, we muſt at leaſt ſay, it gives 
an immenſe; ſuperiority to the proofs of _ 
Chriſtianity.  "Twere an endleſs and a 
fruitleſs taſk, to canvaſs particularly the e · 
vidence of all the F miracles ei- 
| | ther 


COL — 


/ 


* 


Sect, 3. GOSPEL FULLY ATTESTED. 179 


ther of Paganiſm or Popery, (for on this 
head Mahometiſin is much more modeſt) 
but as the author hath ſelected ſome, which 
he conſiders as the beſt atteſted, of both 
religions, theſe ſhall be examin'd ſeverally 
in the two ſubſequent ſections. From this 
examination à tolerable jud gment may be 
form'd concerning the free of theſe 
two ſpecies of ſuperſtition. - . 

But from what hath been ahead ſaid, 
it is evident, that the contrariety which 
the author pretends to have diſcover'd in 
the miracles ſaid to have been wrought, 
as he expreſſeth it, in different religions, 
vaniſhes entirely on a cloſe inſpection, e- 
ſpecially when compar'd with the miracles 
of the goſpel; the tranſcendent luſtre of 
which they are by no means fitted to en- 
dure. He is even ſenſible of this himſelf; 
and, as is cuſtomary with orators, the 
more inconcluſive his reaſons are, ſo much 
the more. after are his 2 — oo * 


> 0 argument, 


err 
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« argument,” ſays he, may appear over 
* ſubtile and refin d; indeed ſo ſubtile 
7 and refin d, that it is inviſible ain 
1 but — is not in reality different from 
© the reaſoning of a judge, who ſup oles 
0 that the credit of two witneſſes maii 
WA «taining a crime againſt any one, is de- 
6 ſtroy'd by the teſtimony of two, others, 
* who affirm him to have been two hun- 
** dred leagues diſtant, at che ſame inſtant 
„ when the crime is ſaid to have been 
committed.“ After the particle But, 
with which this clauſe begins, the reader 
naturally expects ſuch an explication of 
the argument, as will convince him, that 
tho /ubtile and refin'd, it hath folidity and 
firength. Inſtead of this, he hath only 
the author's word warranting it to be good 
to all intents : © But is not in reality dif- 
“ ferent,” Cc. The analogy between his 
example and his argument ſeems to be but 
very diſtant; I ſhall therefore, without a- 
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Ta 0 s it appears, hs for aught 1 © au- 


thor hath as yet prov 'd, no miracles record- 
ed by hiſtorians of other reli gions are ſub- 
verſive of the evidence. ariſing from the 


miracles wrought i in proof of Chriſtianity, 
or can Juſtly | be confidered as e te- 


| ſtimony. i _— 


SECTION Iv. 


ad by Me Hans 


C HovLD one read attentively the Eſay 


philoſophical diſc quiſition on an abſtract 
queſtion, like moſt of the other pieces in 
the ſame collection; he could not fail to 


3 en had induced the author ſo 


ſuddenly 


on of the ts miracles n mention- 


on miracles, and conſider it ſolely as a 
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1 ſuddenly to change ſides in the debate, 4 


and, by doing ſo, to contradict himſelf : 


in terms the moſt expreſs. Does he not, 
in the latter part of that performance, as 


warmly contend for the reality of ſome | 
miracles, as he had pleaded i in the former 
part, for the impoſſh bility of all? Tis true, 3 
he generally concludes concerning thoſe, 
that they are groſs and palpable falſ- L- 
© hoods.” But this ſerves only to render 
his conduct the more myſterious, as that 


_ concluſion. is always preceded by an at- 2 


tempt to evince, that we have the greateſt 
reaſon to receive them as certain and in- 
* fallible truths.” Nay, ſo entirely doth his 
zeal make him forget even his moſt poſi- 
tive aſſertions, (and what inconſiſtencies 
may not be dreaded from an exceſs of 


zeal!) that he ſhows minutely, we have 


thoſe very evidences for the miracles. he is. 
pleas'd to PRIZE; which, he had ſtre-. 
f — 
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nuouſly argued, were not to be found 3 in 
ſupport of any muracles whatever. | 


There is not to be found,” he af - 
5 8 *, © in all hiſtory, a miracle atteſt- 
4 ed. by a ſufficient number of men, of 


66 


ſuch unqueſtion d good ſenſe, educa- 
tion, and learning, as to ſecure us a- 

* gainſt all deluſion in themſelves; of 
i fach undoubted integrity, as to place 
e them beyond all ſuſpicion of any deſign 
to deceive others; of ſuch credit and re- 
“ putation in the eyes of mankind, as to 


* 


have a great deal to loſe, in caſe of be- 
ing detected in any falſehood; and at 
© the ſame time atteſting facts perform'd 
“in ſuch a public manner, and in ſo cele- 

* brated a part of the world, as to render 
* the detection. unavoidable.” We need 
only turn over a few pages of the Eſſay, 
and we ſhall find the author taking great 
pains to convince us, that all theſe cir- 


cumſtances 
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n in his way of reckoning, will 
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n ERR; concurt din ſupporref cen ertain 
neral en he mn thought gt obe 


nour with a very particular attention. 


He has not Ae e Wen 


confticats* a fufficient number; but for 
ſome miracles which he relates, he gives 


us clouds of witneſſes, one eloud ſucceeding 


another: for the Moliniſts, who tried to 
diſcredit them, ſoon found themſelves 
<« overwhelm'd by a cloud of new witneſ- 


„ ſes one hundred and twenty in num- 


© ber *. As to the character of che wit- 
neſſes, moſt of them were perſons of ehe- 
« dit and fubſtance in Paris +;” again, 


thoſe miracles © were atteſted by witneſſes a 


aof credit and diſtinction, before judges 
of unqueſtion'd integrity ; and they 
* were prov'd by witneſſes, before the of · 
* ficialty or biſhop's court of Paris, under 


p. 197. in the note. + ib. p. 195. 
| "ap 


„ 
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the eyes of Cardinal Noailles, whoſe 
4 character for integrity and capacity was 


* Never conteſted even by his enemies; 


again, the ſecular clergy of France, par- 


* ticularly the rectors or cures of Paris, 


6 give teſtimony to theſe impoſtures, than 


* whom no clergy are more celebrated for 
© ſtrictneſs of life and manners +:” Once 
more, one principal witneſs, ©* Monſieur de 
Montgeron, was counſellor or judge of 
the parliament of Paris, a man of figure 
and character ; another © no leſs a 
„man than the Duc de Chatillon, a Duke 
* and Peer of France, of the higheſt rank 
and family ||.” is ſtrange, if credit, 
and ſubſtance, and diſtinction, and capacity, 
are not ſufficient ſecurities to us, that the 
witneſſes: were not © themſelves deluded ;” 
'tis ſtrange, if unconteſted integrity, and e- 
minent firifineſs of life and manners, can- 
3%S Pe 196. in tlie note. + p. 199. in the note. ; 

+ p- 195. in the note. || p- 199. in the note. 
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not remove all ſuſpicion of any deſigu in 
them to deceive others; tis ſtrange, if 
one who was counſellor of the parliament 


of Paris, a man of figure and character, 
and if another who was a Dake and Peer 


of France, of the higheſt rank and family, 
had not a great deal to loſe, in caſe of be- 
ing detected in any falſchood ?” nay, and 
if all thoſe witneſſes of credit and diſtinC- 
tion, had not alſo a great deal to loſe / 
« ſince the Jeſuits, a learned body, ſup- 
ported by the civil magiſtrate, were de- 
* termin'd enemies to thoſe opinions, in 
* whoſe: favour the miracles were ſaid 
sto have been wrought * and fince. 
* Mogſieur Herault, the lieutenant de pe- 
lice, of whoſe great reputation, all who 
have been in France about that time, 
„ have heard; and whole vigilance, pene- 
© tration, activity, and extenſive intelli- 
Cc rence, have been mw talk'd | of : fance 
1p. 195. e 


© this 
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« this magiſtrate, ho by the nature of 
his office is almoſt abfolute, was inveſt- 


r 


* preſs theſe miracles, and frequently ſei 


* zed and examin'd the witneſſes and ſub- 


jects of them; though he could never 


reach any thing ſatisfactory againſt 
* them *.” As to the only remaining cir- | 


cumſtance, their being perform'd in a 


public manner, and in a celebrated part 


* of the world,” this concurred alſo. They 
were perform'd, we are told, © in a learn- 


« ed age, and on the moſt eminent theatre 


© that is now in the world : beſides, 
a, twenty-tw wo rectors or cures of Paris, 
1 with infinite earneſtneſs, preſſed the 
« . Archbiſhop, an enemy to the Janſeniſts, 
to examine thoſe miracles, which they 
aſſert to be known to hs whole werls, 


: and indif * certain 7 


” BP 199. in the note. + p. 195. 
T p- 196. in the note. e 
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Thus the eſſayiſt hath laid us under the 
diſagreeable neceſſity of inferring, that he 


is either very raſh in his general aſſertions; 


or uſeth very great am plification in his 


particular narrations. Perhaps in both 
inferences, we ſhall find, upon inquiry, 
that there 1 is ſome truth. In his Hiſory of 
Great Britain, he gives us Notice *, that 
he addreſſed himſelf to a more distant | 
* poſterity, than will ever be reach d by 


any local or temporary theology.” Why 
did he not likewiſe, in writing the Eſays, 


entertain this grand idea? It would have 
been of uſe to him. It would have pre- 
vented his falling into thoſe inconſiſten- 


cies, which his too great attention and an- 


tipathy to what he calls a local or tempora- 

ry theology, only could occaſion; and which, 

when that theology, according to his. hy- 

potheſis, ſhall be extinct, and when all 

our religious controverſies ſhall be forgot- 
* James I. cles. 2. | . 85 LI GS 
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ten, muſt appear unaccountable and ridi3- 
culous. People w will not then have the 
means of diſcovering, what is ſo obvious” 
to us his cotemporaries, that he only aſ- 
ſumes the apy of an e * 
i che eee of — 12 —— | 
men, in order, by the compariſon, to vi- 
lify the miracles of ſaered Writs: which are 
odge br hs. 
Avr to een then Fx that 
begin with conſidering thoſe miracles, for 
which the author is indebted. to che an- 
cient Pagans. Firſt, in order to convince 
us, how eaſy a matter it is for cunning and 
impudence to impoſe by falſe mirales on 18 
the credulity of barbarians, he introduces bt 
the. ſtory of Alexander of Pontus . The a 
juſtneſs of the account he gives of this im- 
pe from Lucian, 1 hall not diſpute, | | 
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| uy that it may appear, bow little the Chri- 
| n religion is affected by this relation, 
notwithſtanding ſome infinuations he hath 
intermirxt with it, Your make the Ow 
ing remarks. 
It is of 8 a wo a 
profeſſion of this once ſo famous, tho? 
now fading Paphlagonian. Was he a 
publiſher of ſtrange gods? No *. Was 
he the founder of a new ſyſtem in religion? 
No. What was he then? He was no o- 
ther than a ee fortune: teller. What 


. | The learned and Ton infer of the « Obſervations es | 
the converſi on and apoſtleſhip of Saint Paul, hath inadvertently | 
ſaid of Alexander, that he introduced a new god into Pontus, 
The truth is, he only exhibited a reproduction of £/eu/apiurg 
a well-known, deity in thoſe parts, to whom he gave indeed the 
nrw name GLycon., In this there was nothing unſuitable to 
the genius of the mythology. Accordingly, we do not find, 
that either the prieſts, or the people, were in the leaſt alarm'd 
for the religion of the country, or ever charged Alexander 2 
an innovator in religious mamers. On the contrary, the great: 
eſt enemies he had to encounter, were not the religjonſts, b bar 
— = e 

41 Were 
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mn The eſſayiſt REI 


7 the firſt ſcent of his impoſtures ina cou 


© rant and ſtupid, ——— the 
© grofſeſt deluſion.” For, had Sy 


2 fix d his reſidence at A 


* ſophers of that renown'd.: mart tone 


© had immediately ſpread - thro' the 


whole Roman empire their ſenſe of the 


« matter; which, being ſupported by ſo 
great authority, and diſplay'd by all the 
force of reaſon and eloquence, had en- 

* tixely open'd the eyes of mankind.” I 
ſhall beg leave to remark another inſtance 


of good policy i in him. He attempted not 
to gain the veneration of the multitude by 


oppoſing, but by adopting their religious 


nee His whole plan of deceit was . 


ed in the eſtabliſhed ſuperſtition. 
The author himſelf will acknowledge, it 
wodli 
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lä bhes been extreme folly in him 
1 hetwiſe : and all the world; 1 
believe, will agree in thinking, that, in 
chat _ he could not have had the finall- | 
probability nga mee 


Ae We A 
ſome feats of legerdemain, zerforn 
I by candle-li ght; 5 Which, in many parts 
of Europe, we may daily ſee equalld, nay 
far exceeded, by thoſe of modern jugglers. 
Add to theſe ſome oracles he pronounced, 
concerning which, if we may form a judg- 
ment from the account and ſpecimen gi- 
ven us by Lucian, we ſhould conclude; 
that, like moſt other Heathen oracles, they 
were unintelligible, or equivocal, or falſe. 
Before whom did he exhibit his wonders? 
Before none, if he could help it, that were 
not thorough believers in the popular ſy- 
ſtem. His nocturnal myſteries were al- 


a introduced with an AvVAUNT to A- 
theiſts, 


EV 
3% of 
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the ie, Gb 


deed: it was — — fuck 0 dle 


preſent at them. The author ſays, cha 

«from his ignorant Paphlagoniaz ns, 

* was enabled to proceed to the i 
“ of votaries among the Grecian nb 

e. „ pbem“t On "y 8 at SY 

ces this, I Parr not be 

He adds, and men of the moſt eminent 


“ rank a 
mentions one man of rank, Rutilianus, a- 
mong the votaries of the prophet; an ho- 
neſt man he calls him, but at the ſame 
time the weakeſt, the moſt fiiperſiitisiis 
that ever livd. As to the military eXPEc 

tion, which one would imagine from Mr 
Hume's expreſſion, che Emperor had re- 
ſolved on, in conſequence of the encou- 
ragement which the deluſive 1 prophecies 
of this impoſtor gave him, we find, on the 


contrary, it was unndeetuken, before thoſe 


i . * 
= 1 
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en able to e ee 


n diſtinction i in Rome.“ Lucian | 
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the character of the interpreter en 
Pius? Did he loſe, or did he ſuffer any 


thing in defence of it? Quite che reverſe; 
He inriched himſelf by this moſt ingenious 


occupation. I ſhall ſay nothing of the 
picture which Lucian gives of his morals, 
of the many artifices which. he . or af 


the atrocious crimes which 


It muft be own'd, chat the ticign Fu: | 
for calumny and detraction is in what 
_— the private life and moral charac- 
Lucian was an enemy, and, by his 

own account, had received the highel 
provocation. But I avoid every chin 
this topic, that can admit a queſtion. 

Where, I wonld gladly know, lies the 
refergblagee between this impoſter and the 


R * 0 


rſt publiſhers of the goſpel? Every one, 


on the moſt ſuperficial review, may diſco- 
ver, that, in all the material circumſtances, 
they are perfect contraſts, There appears 
| N not 


2 
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not therefore te be. great danger i in the re- 
mark which br author hath affix d to this 
i relation, as the ſting: , Tho much : ka: be 
« . it does not always happen, that 
% cat Paw ans Pole: bis. impo- 
«+. ſtures.”: Left the full import of this em- 
phatical clauſe ſhould not be apprehended; 
the author hath been ſtill more explicit in 
the note: It may here perhaps be ob- 
jected, that I proceed raſhly, and form 

my nations of Alexanders merely from 
the accaynt given of him by Lucian, a 
4 profeſs d enemy. t were indeed to be 

« wiſh'd, that ſome of dhe accounts pu- 
« bliſhed by his followers. and accompli- 
ces had remain d. The qppoſition and 
* contraſt hetwixt the character and con: 
duct of the': dme We, as drawn by 2 
friend or an enemy, is as ſtrong, even 
44 in common life, — more in theſe 
18 « religious: matters, as -that betwixt any 
B b 2 5 two 


— e — 
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< two men in the world, betwixt Alexan- 
eder and Saint Paul for instance. - Who Z 
can forbear to lament the uncommon 5 
diſtreſs of an author, oblig d every mo- 
ment to reeur to unavailing wiſhes? Mr 
Hume, however, in this calamitous ſitua- 
tion, ſolaceth himſelf, as well as he can, 
by ſuppoſing what he cannot aſſert. He 
ſappoſeth what would have been che caſe, 
ir his wiſhes could have been gratified; 
and artfully inſinuates, in this manner, to 
his readers, that if we had the character 
and conduct of the apoſtle, delineated by 
as able an enemy as Lueian, we ſhould find 
the picture as ugly as that of Alexander. 
Let us chen for once ſuppoſe, with the 
author, hat ſuch an enemy had underta- 
ken the hiſtory of Paul of Tarſus. I can 
eaſily coneeive what a different repreſen- 
tation we ſhould, in that caſe, have had, 
of the mental endowments and moral diſ- 
9 as well as of the inducements-and 


T - = | views 
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views of this Chri 


es But if the biographer had main- 

tain'd any regard, I ſay not, to truth, but 
to probability; there are ſome things, we 
may be abſolutely certain, he would never 


have advanced. He would not ſurely have 
ſaid of Paul, that he was by profeſſion a 
cunning man, or bonjurer; one who, for a 
piece of money, either told people their 


fortunes, or taught them how to recover 
ſtolen goods. He would not, 1 ſuppoſe, 
have pretended, that where-ever the a- 


poſtle went, he, in order to gain the po- 


pulace, fatter d their ſuperſtition, and 
founded all his pretenſions on the popular 


ſyſtem. He would not have alledged, that 
Paul inriched himſelf, or that he could e- 


ver have the proſpect of inriching himſelf, 


by his vocation; "nay; or that he riſked 
nothing or ſuffer” d nothing, by it. He 


could 


n miſſionary. I can 
conceive alſo, that both his actions and diſ- 
courſes might have been ſtrangely disfigu- 
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could not have ſaid concerning him, th 
he declin d the audience or ſcrutiny of men, 
whoſe opinions in religion differ d from 

| thoſe on which his miſſion was founded. 
He durſt not have imputed to him the 
auiiſe policy of laying the ſcene of his im- 
poſtures, only where ignorance, barba- 
riſm, and ſtupidity prevail 'd: as it is un- 
queſtionable, that our apoſtle traverſed 
great part, not only of Aſia Minor, but of 
Macedonia, and Achaia; fixed: his reſi- 

- dence eighteen months at Corinth, a city 
not leſs celebrated for the polite arts, than 
for its populouſneſs and riches; preached 
publicly at Athens, before the Stoics and 
the Epicureans, and even before the Areo- 
pagus, the moſt venerable judicature in 
Greece; not afraid of what the philoſo- 
phers of that renowned mart of learning, 
might ſpread through the whole Roman 

empire, concerning him and his doctrine; 
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nay, and laſtly preached at Rome itſelf, 

the miſtreſs and metropolis of the worid. 
The reader will obſerve, that, in this 

— 1 have ſhunned 1 po 


EI” 


fuck actions and events as were notorious; ; 


which tis not in the power of cotempora- 

ry hiſtorians to falſify ; ſuch with regard 
to Alexander, as a wotary could not have 
diſſembled; ſuch with regard to Paul, as 


an enemy durſt not have denied. We are 
truly indebted to the eſſayiſt, who intend- 


ing to exhibit a rival to the apoſtle, hath 
provided him with a foil. Truth never 
ſhines with greater luſtre, than when'con- 
fronted with falſehood. The evidence of 
our religion, how ſtrong ſoever, appears 
not ſo irreſiſtible, conſider d by itſelf, as 
when by compariſon we perceive, that 
none of thoſe artifices and circumſtances 
attended its Propagation, which the whole 


courſe 
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| PR next topic on which ah er 
nious author hath beſtow'd/ſome: flouriſh 
is the miracle which Tacitus eee 
Veſpaſian, who cured a blind a 
Hr 0 HGH by means of his ſpittle, and 
za lame man by the mere touch of bis 
*, «. foot, in obedience to a viſion-afithe 
, Serapis,' who had enjoinidthenta batte 
4, recourſe-to the emperor, for: theſe mira: 
©. culous and extraordinary cures * (The 
ſtory he introduces with informing us; 
that it is one of the beſt atteſted miragles 
in all profane hiſtory, If ſoz it will 
the better ſerve for a ſample of what; may 
be expected from that quarter. Every 
th circumſtance, he tells us, , ſeems to 
add weight to the teſtimony: and might 
„be nne at large, nnen 

— * ee 4 111 ive 


2 * 192. 5 
PE ONES 7 7 4 


Sea. 4. GOSPEL FULLY ATTESTED. 201 


* of argument and eloquence, if any one 
* were now concern d to enforce the evi- 
* dence of that exploded and idolatrous 
bs ſuperſtition.” '£ For my part, were Tibog. 
cern d to enforce the evidence of that ex- 


ploded and idolatrous ſuperſtition, I ſhould 


not with the ſtory were in better hands 
than in the author's. He is by no means 
deficient in eloquence ; and if ſometimes 
there appear a deficiency in argument, 
that is not imputable to him, but to the 
ſubject, which cannot furniſh him with a- 
ny better: and tho' I do not ſuſpect him 
to be in the leaſt concern'd to re-eſtabliſh 
Paganiſm, yet 'tis well known, that hatred 
to an adverſary may as ſtrongly animate 


an advocate to exert malt, as affection 


to a client. 

But to proceed to the, * Eirſt, che 
aches pleads * the gravity, ſolidity, age, 
* and probity of ſo great an emperor, 
8 who, thro the whole te. of his life, 
Cc * convers'd 
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* conyers'd in . famili 


« friends and courtiers, 1 ieee 5 


« ed--thoſe extraordinary airs of aun, 
aſſum d by Alexander and Demetri 
To this character, the! j juſtneſs 
intend not to controvert, I ſhall beg leave 
to add, what is 8 indubitable; and 


much to the purpoſe, that no emperor 
ſhow'd a ſtronger inclination to corrobo- 


rate his title by the ſanction of the gods; 
chan the prince of whom be is ſpeaking, 


This, doubtleſs, he thought the more ne- 


ceſſary in his caſe, as he was of an obſcure 


family, and no way related to any of his 


predeceſſors i In the empire. 5 How fond he 


was of pleading vi ont, and preſages;' and 


augurics, in his um eres the world 
knows *. TEL» 21. = 
The author 4 „% The 


cCcontem porary writer, noted for bandes 


„ 25 5 F351 FR 1751 tan; MSL 
N 8 et Abe; eit quædam „ ut ſcilicet inopinato 


et adhuc novo principi — bæc * accelſit. Soxron. 
S | « and 
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« and: vers erty, and withal the preateſt 
“ and moſt and genius perhaps of 
all antiquity, and ſo free from any ten- 
i dency to ſuperſtition and credulity, that 
« he even lies under amm f 
ff tion of atheiſm and 7 Oral This 
would ſay a great deal, if che chara : * 
the hiſtorian were of any moment in the 
queſtion. Doth Tacitus *. that he 
was himſelf 4 witneſs of the miracle? NG. 
Doth he mention it as a thing which he 
believes? No; - In either caſe I acknow* 
ledge, that the reputation of the relater fot 
candour and penetration, muſt have addy 
ed weight to the relation, whether conſi- 
der d as his teftimony, or barely as his opt 
nion. But is it fair to plead the veracity 
of the writer in proof of every popular rus. 
mour mention'd by him? His veracity is 
only concern d to ſatisfy us, that it was 
actually reported, as he relates; or that 2 
the attempt was made, and the a. | 
Ce2 pee 


2 2 
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pretended; a point which, L preſume, no- 
| Arn baverdifiueted;ighibotahs au- 
thority had been leſs. than that of Tacitus. 
« Indeed the hiſtorian doth not ſay directiy, 
-whether he believes the miracle or not; 
but by his manner of telling it, he ney 

infinuates, that he thought it ridiculous 


In introducing it, he intimates the utility 


of ſuch reports to the Emperor's cauſe. 
By which,” ſays he, the favour of 
Heaven, and the appointment of che 
gods, might be urg d in ſupport of his 
title x.“ When he names the god Sera- 
pit, as warning the blind man to rec: 
Veſpaſian, he adds, in evident 


"to 


tempt 


and deriſion of his godſhip, *© Who is a- 


* pom above all others by che Egyptians, 


a people immers d in ſuperſtition « 
1 24 — 


. ne 5 


* 170 "7 [thc Wan 
. Queis xcleſts Ele et SRD; in dee in 
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ced to hope forrifatocag by cheiperfaatiqe 


tongues-of his flatterers'*, A ſerious t he- 


liever of the miracle would hardly have 
uſed ſuch a ſtyle in relating it. But to 
what purpoſe: did he then relate it? The 


chasacderiſlic of the Emperor, or could bet- 
ter ſhow the arts he had recourſe to, and 
the hold which flattery had of him; no- 
thing could be mere characteriſtic of the 


Alexandrians, | the people amongſt w 
the miracle is ſaid to have been wrought. 
The perſons,” ſays the eſſayiſt, from 
* «whoſe teſtimony he related the miradle, 
4 of "eſtabliſhed character for judgment 
n veracity, as we may well uppeſe 3 ; 

*..eye-witneſles of the fact, and conf 
ing ckeir verdict, after” the Flavian fa- 
© mily were deſpoil'd” of the empire, and 
* could no longer give any reward as the 


0 price of a lie.“ W of pro one 
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character for judgment und 7 0 HeMho 
told Mr Hume ſo? Iwas not 3 
He only denominates them in general 


„They who were preſant,” and & a croud 


* of byſtanders.” The author, conſcious 
that he advances this: without even the * | 


en of f authority, bach. n ned, in 


well ſuppoſe. An admirable expedient for 


ſupplying a weak plea, with thoſe con · 


venient circumſtances that can give it 77 
weight! When fact fails, which ie not 


ſeldom the caſe, we nerd but apply to 


ſuppoſition, whoſe help is always near. 
But if this be allowed to take the place of 
argument, 1 ſee no reaſon why I may not 


avail myſelf of the privilege of ſuppoſing, 


as well as the author. The witneſſes then, 


I will ſuppoſe, were moſtly an ignorant Po 


rabble: but I wrong my cauſe; I have a 


better foundation chan ſuppoſal n , 


yo Qui incrfuere.— Quz aſtabar muktualo. | 8 
Tacitus 


| 207 


Tacitus — and all antiquity on my 
| fide, when I add, grokily addicted to /a- 
perflition, particularly attach d to che wor- 
ſhip of Serapit, 4 We engaged in 
ſupport of Veſþaſian, i AL EXANDRIA ha- 
ving been the firſt city of note that pu- 
blicly declared for him. Was it them mat- 
ter of ſurpriſe, that à ſtory, which: 
once ſooth d the ſuperſtition of the popu- 
lace, and favour'd their Political ſchemes, 
ſhould gain ground among thena.? Can 
we juſt wonder, that the wiſer fr, who 
were not deceiv'd,' ſhould connive at, of 
even contribute to promote a deceit; which 
was highly uſeful to the cauſe wherein 
themſelves were imbarked, and at the 
ſame time highly grateful to the many? 
Laſtly, ean we be ſurpriſed ; that any, 
who, for ſeven. and twenty years, had, 
from motives of intereſt, and ambition, 
and Popularity, propagated a. falſchood, 
\ +... ſhould 
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ſhould not afterward be willing £6 erp 


themſelves 28 Hars? . off LISA he fg Ala 
Theauthor Gniſhes the aury thus: To 
« which if we add the public nature of 
« the facts related, it will appear, that no 
evidence can well be ſuppos'd ſtronger 
for ſo groſs and ſo palpable a falſe- 
e hood. As to the nature of the facts, 
we are told by Tacitus, that when Veſpa- 
fian conſulted the phyſicians, whether ſuch 
_ maladies were curable by human art, they 
declared, that © in the one the power of 
6 fight was not extinct, but would return, 
« ere the obſtacles removed; that in the 
« other, the joints had ſuffer d ſome diflo- 
* cation, which by a ſalutary preſſure 
might be redreſſed. From this at- 
count we are naturally led to conclude, 
that che diſorders were not oo ſo conſpici cus, 


3191 76 


Os Hhle jou xn vin kind; 8 rem 
obſtantia : illi clapſos in POE nano adhibea- 


rar, poſſe integrari. 1 i 
| 21 | = 4 
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but; chat gisher- cheyr might haye, hegn 
feigned, where they were pots or that 
cures might have been pretended, where 
none were perform d. I think it is even a 
. preſumption of the truth of this 
concluſion, that Suetonius, the only other 
Raman hiſtorian who mentions. the mi- 
racle, (I know not how he hath been over 
looks by Mr Hume), differs from Tacitus, 
in the account he gives of the la 
The one repreſents it as being in the bd. 
| the other, as in the leg ; 
nher are other circi milan nces regarding 
this ſtory, on which Laaight make, Jome 
remarks ; but ſhall forbear, leſt by. enter- 
ing into a minute diſcuſſion of particulars, 
that appear but trivial, when conſider d ſe- 
verally,. I ſhould tire both che reader and 
myſelf, I ſhall therefore anly ſubjoin 
theſe E queſtions rip, What em- 
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his dignity and pretenſions by the miracles. 
of our Lord? - What eminent perſonage 
found himſelf intereſted to ſupport, by his 
authority and influence, the credit of | 


theſe miracles ? * Again, What popular ſu- 
perſtition or general and rooted preju- 
dices were they calculated to confirm: 
Theſe two circumſtances, were there no o- 
ther, make all the odds in the world be- 


twixt the miracles of V ESPASFAN' and 


thoſe of Iss CuxIT. Nn IL 2fh 1 


80 much for the Pian miracles men- 


tioned iy the author, ivr ao. nao ani: 
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Aim recurs to Popery; much more fruit- | 


1 eure RA FH2 * AI * 


8 4 
2 29 1 109 32 0 of — 
| 89 2 


. 
| amiſh miracle recorded in the 


deſerve our conſideration. When that 
* intriguing politician fled into Spain, to 
% avoid the perſecution of his enemies, he 


paſs d thro Saragoſſa, the capital of Ar- 


* thedral church, a man, who had. ſery'd 
9 twenty years as a door-keeper 0 the 


6c church, and Was well. known to Every 


e body in town, that had ever paid their 
tc devotions at that cathedral. He had 
been for ſo long a time wanting a legs 
* but recover'd that limb, by the rubbing 


« of holy oil upon the ſtump; and, when 
* the cardinal examin'd it, he found it — be. 
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*: 6 irae natural ugs lis ils chu Would 
not any perſon” imagine, früm the laſt 
words of the ſentence, chat chr cardinad. 


53 mme 


by fight, he might be — — 


no attifice us d, but that both his legs 
onfiſted of genuine fleſh and bone? et 
the truth is, his Eminency 3 ir 
worth while to examine any one circum- 
ftance of 'this wanderful narration, but 
dontented himſelf with reporting it pre- 
eiſely as it had been told him. His words 

erally” tranſlated" are, * In that church 
*-they ſhowed me-a man, whoſe buſineſs 
*it was to light the lamps, of which they 


have a prodigious number, telling me, 


* jaman he had been ſeen ſeven years at the 
gate, with ene leg only. 'Þſaw him 
* there with two *. Not rt word of 
% EIS A ; 5 ge * wb 295 0. To? "gf "a $15 


K. 4 . : . 4 
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Lon my montra un homme, qui ſervbit 8 ani les 


„ ed on 
—— artificial, like 
che other.or unlike. I. have a detter opt» 
candour and of the good 
ſenſe of Mr Hume, than | to imagine, he | 
ſtory, in order to render it fitter for his 
purpoſe: I believe the ſource of this er- 
ror hath been ſolely the truſting to his me- 
mory in the relation which he gave, and 
1 the trouble to conſult the paſ- 
moirs This conjecture ap- 
. — as he hath mad 
ſome other alterations, which are no way 
conducive to his deſign; ſuch as, chat the 
man had been ſeen in the church twenty : 
12 wanting «kgs * chat b a 


I o et l'on ac qu'on 
YA „ cette egliſe, avec une Seuſs 
w ayec deux. Lin. 4. Fan 2654. 
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ay anda 7 ber yet, and — he was 0 one : 


9 * 


+vho hghted 4h lamps * Gi „o Ss 81 kf L 4 
=, 66 This miracle: Was Touchid ſays che 


author, by all the canons of wech ch; 


© and the whole compa 0 
4 appeal'd to, for a be n of the. 
0. 3 the Cardinal found, by their 
« zealous devotion, to be thorough belie- 
vers of the miracle.” Tis true, that the 
company in town were appeal d to; by | 
thoſe eccleſiaſtics; but tis alſo true, that 
De Retz, by his own account, ſeems not to 
have aſked any man a queſtion on the 
ſubject. He — n that an * 


NUN Dec in e | EEIC76 ,, nabe art 
® Since, lig 0 s tat, I have ſeen an edition of Mr. | 
Home 8 ellays, TC later than that here referr'd to. 11 is 

printed at London 1960. I muſt do che author the Juſtice to 
obſerve,” that, in this edition, he hath corrected tho miſtake; :/ 

as to the cardinal's examining the man's leg, of which he au 
fays,- „ The: cardinal aſſures us, that he ſaw him with two r 
1 legs. He {till calls him 2 — and fays, that he © 
had ſerved twenty years in this'capachy, {2/14 19466) 
OOO | ey 


il; 


* 
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me of the miracle, we celebracd 
by a vaſt concourſe of people of all xanks. 
Here, cbntinues the eſſfayiſt, ( the 
© relater: as alſo contemporary to che 
ſuppos d prodigy, of an incredulous and 
4 libertine character, as well as of great 
genius. But of what weight, in this 
affair, is either the: genius or the ineredu- 
lity of the relater, ſince, by Mr. Hume's 
confeſſion, he had no faith in the relati 
Strange indeed is the uſe which the eſſayiſt 
_— of this circumſtance. What adds 
4 ñnmigbtih, ſays he, to che force of the 

6 ene and may double our Mk rpriſe 
© on this occaſion, is, that the cardinal 
e himſelf, who relates the N ſeems not 

e to give any credit to the, bs It doth Not 
in che leaſt ſurpriſe me, that the cardinal 
gives no credit to this relation; but Tam 
beyond meaſure f. ſurpriſed, that Me, Hume 


ſhould repreſent this 


ret pt #475 
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genie de more credible thathe doth | | 
Or, Is it che more incre- 


— 
= 
* 


\ not believe it? | 

by | ible thathe doth believe?” Whar woula | 
«4 the author have faid, if che cardinal had 
: told us,” that he gave credit t | 14 
| Might he not, in that caſe, have very per- : 
: inciitly pleaded t the great genius, aud Pe 
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detecting fraud; and it requires evidence 
greater than ordinary 65 fur mot intre- 
dulity. The belief therefore of ſweh 4 
perſbn as the cardinal, who had not only 
the means of diſcovering un impoſtare, as 
he was eotemporary and. on che 
the ability to diſcover it, A be AK 
of genius, and not ivr dee 7 —_ 


AGUITENCE:- in n the holy fraud.” 


* 


ng in any food, call it ho 
ant to Know why, on the very 
3 bis 0?1N10N is the leſs to 


| 2 in believing every article of the 
m for ch the n gives ** 


> of the fame, opinign. ach; bim; chat 
the/acconnt, given by the dean and canons, 
Which; issthein teſtimony, not his, was all 
a fiction, . Bntiit is not with the cardinal's 


9211 Ee - ', tefenay 


95 8 be eee to \ give any. 
7 be ſuſpected of. 
that a man's | 


the more to be regarded, ö 
5 ſuſpected of concur- 


arded. For my part, I find no dif- 
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. were here Conckimids about that 
there is no diſpute. It is with üs dpj,ãp 
Are then a man's ſentiments about a Mats 
ter of fact, I muſt inſiſt on it, the leſs v 
thy of regard, either Neenah a man 
| cauſe he cannot be fuſpected 7 of any — 
currence in a holy fraud? Are they the 
more improbable on theſe accounts? The 
eſſayiſt, when he reflects, wilt be the-laſt 
man in che world, that will aſſiſt in eſta- 
bliſhing a maxim ſo unfavourable, not on- 
ly to candour, but even to genius and 
ſcepticiſm: and indeed there are few, if 
any, that would be nn — e 
an himmel 2 . Net 
But leaving this, as Wu 8 
3 depths of the eſſay, I proceed 
to the other circumſtances. -* The mi- 
* racle,” ſays the author, of ſo ſingular 
* a nature, as could ſcarce admit of 2 
© counterfeit.” : He did well at leaſt to 
| uſe 
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* 


uſe the ward /carce; for if every viſitant 


efrous of prying into the ſe- 
| cret, as the. car 1 l, nothing could be 
more ca count n ok the; wit- 
in a ma r, ah 8 he ee to 
« which they gave their teſtimony.” 

on very numerqus witneſſes, 1. n = 
means the whole: company in town, who 
were appeal d to. They were all, in a man 
ner, ſpectators of the fact. What pre- 
ciſe abatement the author intended we 
ſhould make, from the ſenſe of the word 
eitators, on account of the qualifying 
Phraſe in a manner, I ſhall not preſume to 
determine; but ſhall obſerve, from the 
memoirs, that it was not ſo much as pre- 
tended by the canons, that any of the ci- 
tizens had ſeen the miracle perform'd ; 

'twas only pretended, that they had ſeen 


the man formerly at the gate of the church, 


7] == 
wanting a leg. Nor 1s it alledged, that 8 
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— —— mac . 


remarks on the circumſtances of thi 


Parte Il. 


any of them was at more pains in erami- 
ning the matter, either before or after che 
recovery of the leg, than the cardinal was. 
They were therefore properly no ſpectators 


of the fact. The phraſe i in a manner, ought, 


I imagine, to have been placed in the end 
of the. ſentence, which would - have run 
thus: © to which they, in @ manner, gave 


_ © their 2/0880 for no direct teſtimo 


+ BR ; their belief 3 is inter d from/th wer 


devotion. „ 6290638520085 


I have been the more patched in my 
ry, not becauſe there was need of theſe re 
marks; for, tho' to the eſſayiſt the relation 
appear d very memorable, to me, and, I be- 
lieve, to moſt people, it appears very tri- 
Jing ; but that the reader might have this 
further ſpecimen. of the author's talents in 
embelliſhing. To the 'above-mentioned, 
and all other ſuch idle tales, this ſhort and 


ſimple 


x 
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ſimple anſwer will, by every man of ſenſe, 
be thought ſufficient· The bountry where = 
the miracle is faid to have been "wrought, i- 
SPAIN; the people who propagated the faith 
of it, Were THE CLERGY, What com- 
pariſon, in point of credibility, can be 
made between miracles, whieh, with no 
viſible ſupport but their on evidence, 
had at once to encounter, and did in fact 
overcome the abhorrence of the prieſt, and 
the tyranny of the magiſtrate, the inſolence 
of the learned, and the bigotry of the ſu- 
perſtitious: what compariſon, I ſay, can 
be made between ſuch, and any prodigies 
ſaid to have been perform'd i in a country, 
where all the powers of the nation, ſecu- 
lar and eccleſiaſtical, the literature of the 
ſchools, ſuch as it is, and the prejudices 
of the people, conſpire in eſtabliſhing their 
credit; a country ſunk in the moſt obdu- 
rate ſuperſtition that ever diſgraced human 
5 eee 
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a country where the awe of th 
is ſo great, chat no perſon, 
whatever be his ſentiments, dares: mutter 


s will appear to ſome to be too Werte "acer 
2:corititty called Chriſtian, and may be thought to re 
fledt on Chriſtianity i itſelf. I do not think it fairly capable of 
uch a conſtruftion, [That th corruption 8 
grown into a proverb; and, on the moſt 
2 1 do not imagine it & wil be found, that any 
ſpecics of idolatry. ever tended ſo direQty to extirpate humanity, 
gratitude, natural affection, equity, mutual confidence, good 
25 and every amiable and generous principle from the bu- 
wan breaſt; as that groſs perverſion! of the Chriſtikn reg 
which. is eſtabliſk'd in Spain. I might eaſdy be ſbown, that | 
the human ſacrifices offer'd by Heathens, had not half the ten. 
| denen to corrupt the heart, and conſequently deſerve not to be 
view'd with half the horror, as thoſe celebrated among the Spa- 
niards, wich much pomp, and barbarous feſtivity, at an t 
da fe. It will not ſurely be affirm'd, that our Saviour reflected 
on the Moſaic inſtitution, or genuine Judaiſm, when he faid, | 
Wo unto You, ſeribes and Phariſees, hypocrites ; ; for Ir e 0 compoſt 
| fea and land to make one proſeljte, and when he is made, Ys | 
MAKE him twofold more the' child of hell than yourſelves. Ya. 
the words plainly imply, that eyen Pagans, by being convert- 
ed to the Judaiſm that was then profeſſed, were made chil- 
dren of hell, and conſequently corrupted, inſtead of bin re · 
farm d. See Matth. xxiii. 15. 
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a ylable againſt any Arik that bath 
obtain d the patronage of their ſpiritua 
guides? But that I may not be accus'd 
of prepoſſeſſion, or ſuſpected of exaggera- 
ding; L. Mal oniy Wos che Lahti 
two eminent foreigners (who were not 
Proteſtants, and may therefore he ſup- 
pos d the more impartial) concerning chat 
nation, and the influence which the holy 
tribunal has both on their character and 
manners. Voltaire, ſpeaking of the in- 
quiſition as eſtabliſhd in Spain, ſays, 
Their form of proceeding is an infal- 
e hble way to deſtroy whomſoever the in- 
*% 2 pleaſe. The priſoners are not 

confronted with the informers; and 
2 5 is no informer who is not liſten'd 
<0! A public criminal, an infamous 
« perſon, a child, a proſtitute, are credit- 
able accuſers. Even the ſon may de- 
«© poſe againſt his father; the wife en 

El ſur Vhiſtoire generale, chap. 116. 
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44 * wo bis 3 ! he. i ig: 
norant. This procedure, unheard of till 
* the inſtitution of this court, makes the 
« whole kingdom tremble. _ Suſpicion 
« reigns in every breaſt; Friendſhip. and 
u openneſs are at an end. The brother 
dreads his brother, the father - his ſon, 
1 Hence taciturnity i 18 become the charac- 
« teriſtic of a nation endued with all the 
1 vivacity natural to the inhabitants of a 
% warm and fruitful climate. To this tris 
© bunal we muſt likewiſe impute that pro- 
e found ignorance of ſound philoſophy, in 


* hich Spain lies buried, whilſt Germa- 


« ny, England, France, and even Italy, 
have diſcover'd ſo many truths, and æn- 
0 22 the ſphere of our knowledge. Ne- 


* ver is human nature ſo debaſed, A when 1 


"4; ee is armed with power. Tis 
. « neceſſary,” 


* 
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40 neceflary;” Aays Monteſduien , 2, in the 
humble remonſtrance to the inquiſitors of 
_ and Portugal, that we advertiſe 

you of one ROY! tn; that if any per- 
* ſon, in future times, ſhall dare aſſert, 
„ that, in the age wherein we live, 'the 
Europeans were civilized, You will be 
tt quoted to prove that *they were barba- 
© rians; and the idea people will formiof 
„you, will be ſuch as will diſhonour 
cc "your" age, "NT ne — on all . 


* : 
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I cou no to conſider the miracles. 
ſaid to have been perform d in the church- 
yard of Saint Medard, at the tomb of Ab- 
be Paris. On theſe the author hath expa- 
tiated with great parade, exultin g, that 
he hath found in them, as he ima gines , 
what, in ref] pect of number, and nature, 
and Gaues h outvie the miracles of 


R 7 2 


M =: holy 
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holy writ. Yet ſhould we admit them to 
be true, how they can be conſider d as 
proofs of any doctrine, or how they can 
affect the evidence of the miracles record- 
ed in ſcripture, twill not perhaps be. eaſy 
to diſcover. But ſetting that queſtion a- 
ſide, I propoſe to examine thei 


eir evidence; 
and that, not by entering into a particu- 
lar inquiry concerning each ſeparate. fact 
| mention'd in Montgeron's , collection, as 
ſuch an inquiry would appear, to every 
; judicious reader, both tedious and imper- 
tinent; but by making a few general ob- 
ſervations, founded in unqueſtionable fact, 
and moſtly ſupported even by the autho- 
rity of Montgeron, that doughty cham- 
| 1 of the Janſeniſt faint 9.05 


1 » The charftr of lis bok is yery jſt, 1 rely 
expreſſed i in Le fiecle de Louis XIV. in theſe words: « Si ce 
« livre ſübſiſtait un jour, et que les autres fuſſent perdu, Ia po- 
ct ſterit⸗ ——— bages a. N. fend 


118 33- 
Fir, 
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— pdehin: ch6d-Iviieets 
often objected by the enemies of the faint,” 
and ſcarce contradicted, never confuted, by 
his friends, that che proſtrations at his ſe- 
pulchre produced more diſeaſes, than they 
—————— 
ted, in the account he gives of the affairs 
of the church in the ninth century, taking 
oecaſion incidentally to mention the mi- 
racles of the Abbe, ſpeaks of this cireum-. 
ſtance, as à thing univerſally known, and 
undeniable, . ſhould not take notice, 
ſays he, of an epidemical folly with 
% which the people of Dijon were ſeized 
e in 844, occaſion'd by one Saint Benig- 
„ nus, who threw thoſe into convulſions 
* who prayed on his tomb; F ſhould not, 
«I ſay, mention this popular ſuperſtition, 
had it not been furiouſly” reviv'd in our 
* days, in parallel circumſtances. It 
* ſeerns, as if the ſame Follies were de- 


fla ſur Thiſtoire generale, chap. 21. i 
= Viz « Qin'd 
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te, ftin'd to; make their —— 
time to time, on the of the 
<« world: but good::ſenſe is allo the . 
: 66 ac all times; and nothing 
«hath: been ſaid; ee hs inci | 
© -miracles' wrought on the tomb of I know 
“ not what deacon at Paris, as what a 
«biſhop of Lyons ſaid, concerning thoſe | 
“of Dijon. fy A. firange aint indeed, that 
I ſhould think, miracles oug bt to be per- 
form d for the curing, and not _= the in- 
« 2 of maladies”. - 1's, ® 581 
The /econd obſervation, is, That. . in- 
= noun of perſons, cur'd are extremely few, 
compar d with the , multitudes. of people 
in diſtreſs, who night and day attended 2. 
the ſepulchre, imploring in vain the in- 
terceſſion of the ſaint. The crouds of ſiek 
and infirm, who. flocked to the tomb for 


relief, were, by all accounts, ir numerable: 


whereas all the cures which che zealous 
and 


Sect. 5. GOSPEL FULLY ATTESTED. | * 


and indefatigable Montgeron could pro 
cure vouchers of, amounted our n wre NE. 
The author therefore muſt be 
as ſpeaking with great atitud 

an 9 ent 1 never __—_ as 
% 1 number of mira acles aer rh 


9 805 e eee — * 
. the tomb of Abbe Paris, the amous Jan: 
« "A with whoſe Jon che b 
were ſo long deluded *.”. If thouſands 
cine to ſome ignorant quack, in the aſſu- 
of his extraordinary abilities; would 
it be matter of ſurpriſe to- a reaſonable 
man, that, r ſo many, 2 or nine 
een 3 hie 4 
uſing his ſpecifics, and had thereby given 
countenance to the deluſion ? 1 — it 
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would be! martr 0 of fur iſe 


| = — — * . feve- 
ral inſtances.” That the reader may be ſa- 
risfied of this, I muſt: intreat him to have 
recourſe to the Archbiſhop of Sens” Paftaral 
inſtructiun; a book which Mr Hume could 
not, with propriety, take any notice of, 
having poſitively aſſerted; that the ene- 
mies to thoſe opinions, in whoſe favour 
* the miracles were ſaid to have been 
„ wrought, were never able diſtinctiy: to 
refute or detect them *. This prelate, 
on the contrary, hath not only given a 
diftin& refutation of ſome of thoſe pre. 
tended-miracles, but hath clearby expos d 
the deceit and little artifices by which their 
credit was ſupported. I intend not to da- 
ſcend to particulars; and ſhall therefore 
my refer the reader to the book 2 8 


p. 195. 


and 
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Ame dae, the widow 4 — 


the eſſayiſt hath taken ſome notice in a 

ote. In this peruſal, the reader will 
obſerve the ſhameful prevarications of 
ſome Janſeniſt witneſſes, for whom Mr 


Hume would fain apologize, by telling 


us pleaſantly, they were tamper d with . 
I ſhall only add on this head, that the de- 
tection of fraud in ſome inſtances, juſtly 
brings ſuſpicion on all the other inſtances. 

A man whom I know to have lied to me, 
on ſeveral occaſions; I ſhall ſuſpect, on e- 
very occaſion, where I have not acceſs to 


diſcover, whether what he affirms be true 


or falſe: Tis in the ſame way we judge 
of the ſpirit and conduct mung as of 
individuals. 


rr e 210] 
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L obſerve;;fourthly, That all the cures re- 
corded by Montgeron, as duly” — 
were ſuch as might have been effected b 

natural means. There are two kinds 5 
miracles, to which Mr Hume St allu- 
ded in a note, tho he does not directly 
make the diſtinction. One is, when” the 
event, confider'd by itſelf, is m, pre 
dead, walking on water, making whole 
the maimed; for by no natural cauſes 
can theſe effects be produced. The other 
kind is, when the event, conſider d by it- 


ſelf, is natural, that is, may be produced 


by natural cauſes, but is denominated 
miraculous, on account of the manner. 
That a fick perſon ſhould be reſtor'd to 
health; is not, when conſider'd ſingly, 
preternatural; but that health ſhould be 
reſtorꝭ d by the command of a man, un- 
doubtedly is. Let us hear the author on 
this point: Sometimes an event may 
* 8 not 


be” 
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© not; in igel geen to he contrary tothe 
laws of nature, and yet, if it were real, 
it might, by reaſon of ſome circumſtan- 
ces, be denominated a miracle; becauſe, 
© in fact, it is | contrary to theſe laws. 
« Thus, if a perſon claiming a divine au- 
* thority, ſhould command a ſick perſon 
© to be well, a healthful man to fall down 
% dead, the clouds to pour rain, the 
c winds to blow, in ſhort, ſhould order 
many natural events, which immediate- 
« ly fallow upon his command; theſe 
© might juſtly be eſteemed miracles, be- 

* cauſe they are really, in this caſe, con- 
e trary to the laws of nature. For if a- 
«< ny ſuſpicion remain, that the event and 
command concurr' d by accident, there 
js no miracle, and no tranſgreſſion of 
„ the laws of nature. If this ſuſpicion be 
| * remov'd,: there is evidently a miracle, 
* and a tranſgreſſion of theſe laws; be- 
cauſe nothing can be more contrary to 
G g is . Dares 
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og: nature, than that the voice or comman 


« ofa man, ſhould have ſuch an influ- 

* ence *. From what hath been ſaid; * 
appears, that theſe two Kinds of miracles 
muſt differ conſiderably in reſpect of evi- 
dence, ſince the latter naturally gives room 
for a ſuſpicion, which is abſolutely exclu- 
ded from the former. In the former, 
when the fact or event is prov'd, the mi- 
racle is unqueſtionable. In the latter, the 
fact may be prov'd, and yet the miracle 
may be juſtly queſtion d. It therefore me- 
rits our attention, that all the miracles 
recorded in Montgeron's collection, that 
is, all for which any rational evidence is 
pretended, were of the ſecond kind. One 
of the moſt conſiderable of thoſe cures, 
was that of the Spaniſh: gentleman, who 
had loſt ane eye, and was diſtreſſed with 
an inflammation ' in the other. The in- 
; flatned eye was cured, but the loſt eye Was 


'® p- 18 ft. in the note, 


not 
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not reſtored; Had there been a reproduc- 
tion of the member which had periſhed, a 
ſufficient proof of the fact; would have 
been a ſufficient proof of the miracle. But 
as the caſe was otherwiſe, the fact vouch'd 
may be admitted, without admitting any 
miracle. The cures ſaid to have been per- 
form'd on thoſe patients who were afflic- 
ted with paralytic or dropſical diſorders, 
or that perform d on Low: a Coirin, who 
had a tumor on her breaſt,” will not appear 
to be intitled to a rank in the firſt claſs. 
As little can the cure of Peter Gautier 
claim that honour. One of his eyes had 
been prick d with an awl; in conſequence 
of which the aqueous humour dropped 
out, and he became blind of that eye. 
His fi ght was reſtor d, whilſt he paid his 
addreſſes to the Abbe. But that a punc- 
ture in the cornea of the eye will often 
heal of itſelf, and that the aqueous hu- 


mour, after if hath been quite loſt, will 
ih 3 8 2 be 
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be recruited, and conſequently, that che 
recoter d, is what every oculift can aſſure 
us of. The loſs: of the watery humour, 
is the. conſtant effect of a very common 
operation in furgery, conching the cata- 
ract. Hence we may learn, how we 
ought to underſtand theſe words of the 
author, The curing of the ſick, giving 
hearing to the deaf, and fight to the 
* blind, were every where talked of, as 
che | uſual effects of chat holy ſepul- 
* chre . As therefore the alledged mi- 
racles were all of the ſecond. claſs, tis on- 
ly from the attendant circumſtances we 
can judge, whether the facts, tho ac- 
knowledged, were miraculous or not. 
In order to enlighten us e 
I obſerve, ffibiy, That none of the cures 
were inſtantanecus. We have not indeed 
the ſame hold of the deceaſed Abbe, . 


* 


eee 
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a living prophet, who pretends to work 


miracles. Thoſe who attend the latter, 
benefit of his miraculous aid. They can 


very be coincident, - in reſpect of time, 
ee the prophet's volition or command. 
n the former caſe, we Twi not acceſs. to 


hs of either; and conſequently, there 


is much greater ſcope for fancy and credu- 


to have proceeded. from the tomb of the 
| bleſſed deacon, as his votaries ſtyled him. 
prayers. There are however ſome circum- 
ſtances, by which a probable conjecture 

may be made —— the efficiency of 
the ſaint in the cures aſcrib'd to him. One 
is, if the cure inſtantaneouſly, W the 
firft devotions at the tomb. Supe ral 
cures differ, in this particular, as 2 
as in any other, from thoſe which are ef- 
fected 
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ed no audible anſwer to their 
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kedted by natural means, that they are 
not gradually, but - inflantly, perfe 
Now of which kind were the cures of Saint | 
Medard: ? From the accounts that are gi- 
ven, tis evident, chat they were gradual. 
That ſome of them were ſudden, is alled- 
ged; but that any of them were inſtanta · 
neout, or immediately follow d the firſt ap- 
plication, is not even pretended. All the 
worſhippers at the tomb, perſiſted for 
days, ſeveral of them for weeks, and ſome 
for months ſucceſſively, daily imploring 
the interceſſion of the Abbe, before. they 
receiw'd relief from their complaints; and 
the relief which was receiv' d, is, in moſt 
caſes, acknowledged to have been gradual. 
L obſerve, ſixthiy, That moſt of the de- 
votees. either had been uſing medicines be- | 
fore, and continued to uſe them, during 5 
heir applications to the ſaint; or, that 
their diſtempers had abated, (before they 
determin d to * his help. That the 
bai$t — Spaniſh 
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while, a medien preſerib'd b — an emi- - 
nent oculiſt, was prov'd by the depoſitions 
of witneſſes ;. that Gautier had begun to 
recover his ſight, before he had recourſe ; 
to the ſepulchre, was atteſted, not only by 
his uncle, but even by himſelf, when, as 
the Archbiſhop of Sens informs us, he 
| fign'd a recantation of what he had for- 
merly advanced. With regard to the reſt, 
it appears at leaſt probable, from the- cir- 
cumſtances of the proof, that they were 
uſing the preſcriptions of the phyſicians, 
whom they had confulted before applying | 
to the deacon, and who' were afterward 
requir'd to give their teſtimony, concern- 
ing the nature and ITY of the WE 
ferent diſeaſes. e rk _—_— 
"The event h obſervation is, That ſou 1 
of the cures atteſted were incomplete. This 
was manifeſtly the caſe of "the Spaniard, 
| way was reliev d only from the moſt in- 
r conſiderable 
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incapable of moving two of her fin 


en a n, grandee, Don Francis Xa- 


conſiderable part of his complaint.” Even 
che cure of Mademoiſelle Thibault, which | 
was as great a ſubject of exnltation to che 


not complete. Not only was the confin'd 


to her bed, for many days, after the de- 


ereaſe of her dropſy; but the- ful remain'd 


Silva, -phyfician to the Duke of Orleans, 
atteſted this; adding exprelsly, that he 
could nat look on her as being cur . 
Fo The eighth and laſt obſervation I ſhall 


make on this ſubject is, That the relief 


granted ſome of them was but temporary. 
This was clearly prov'd to be the caſe of 
the Spaniard. That ſoon after his return 


home, he relapſed into his former mala- 


dy, the prelate I have often quoted, hath, 
by the certificates and letters which he 


procur d from Madrid, put beyond con- 


troverſy. Among theſe, there are letters 


vier, 


* 
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vier, and from the patient's uncle, befides 
—_— te ſigned by himſelf. 5 . 90 
Alfter the above obſervations, I believe, 
there will be no occaſion for ſaying much 
on chis ſubject. The author has, in a 
note, artfully enough pointed out his aim, 
that it might not be overlook'd by the 
ane een „ © There is another 
k,” ſays he, © in three volumes, 4 
(called, Recueil des n de Þ Abbe Pa- 

* rs) giving an account of many of theſe 
* Mmiracles, and accompanied with prefa- 
* tory diſcourſes, which are very well 
* wrote.” He adds, There runs, how- 
“ever, thro' the whole of theſe, a ridi- 
culous compariſon betwixt the miracles 
* of our Saviour and thoſe of the Abbe; | 
+ wherein 'tis: aſſerted, that the evidence 
for the latter is equal to that for the 
former. At firſt reading, one is apt, 
with e to * that the author 


„ p- ag ; | 1 
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is going to make ſome atonement for che 
tenets of the eſſay, by turning advocate 


for the miracles of Jeſus Chriſt; an 


doctrine. But on 'this point we are not 


long held in ſuſpenſe. He ſubjoins, © As 
# jf the teſtimony of men could ever be 


* put in the balance with that of Goc 
e himſelf, who conducted the pen of the 


inſpired writers.” An ingenious piece 
of raillery without queſtion. Is it poſ- 


fible, in a politer manner, or in more ob- 


liging terms, to tell the Chriſtian world, 


They are fools; and chat all who are ſilly 
enough to believe the miracles recorded in 
ſcripture, are not intitled to be argued 
with as men. How? They are ſo abſurd 
as to believe the ſcriptures to be the word 


of God, on the evidence of the miracles 


wrought by our Lord and his apoſtles; 


and that theſe miracles were wrought, 


mer could not believe on any teſtimony, 


d by 
ſhowing, that theſe are not affected by his 


tel 
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leſs than that of God, reporting them in 
the ſcriptures; and thus, by making — 
ration and miracles. reciprocally founda- 
tions to each other, they, in effect, admit 
both without any foundation at all. Af- 
ter this handſome compliment to the 
friends of holy writ, he thinks himſelf at 
liberty to be very explicit on the compa- 
rative evidence of the miracles of the Ab- 
N, and thoſe of Jeſus: © If theſe writers 
indeed were to be conſider'd merely as 
“human teſtimony, the French author is 
very moderate in his compariſon; ſince 
——h might, with ſome appearance 0 of rea- 
* ſon, pretend, that the Janſeniſt miracles 
e much ſurpaſs the other, in evidence and 

* authority.” Was ever ſo rough an aſ- 
ſault preceded by ſo ſmooth, but ſo inſi- 
dious a preamble? Is it then ſtill the fate | 
of Jeſus to be betrayed with a kiſs?” But 
notwithſtanding this author 8 declaration, he 


no Chrdlag will have reaſon. to dread the 2 


H h 2 iffue 
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iſſue of the compariſon, . Mr Hume hath 


not enter'd on particulars, 


enter on them. I ſhould not incline. to 
tire my reader with repetitions, — * 


2 minute inquiry, would be 
I ſhall therefore only defire him, 5f le 
think it needful, to peruſe a ſecond time 
the eight foregoing obſervations. Let him 
try the miracles of our Lord by this touch» 
fatisfied, that there is 10 appearance of rea- 


ſon to pretend, that the Janſeniſt miracles 


much ſurpaſs the other, or even equal _ 
in evidence and authority. | 


The author triumphs not a little in the 


obſervation, that the reports of the prodi- 


gies perform d by the deacon, were violent- 


ty oppos'd by the civil magiſtrate, and by 
the Jeſuits, the moſt learned ſociety in the 
kingdom. He could ſee the importante 
of this circumſtance in the caſe of Abbe 
0 tho” not in the caſe + of Jeſus Chriſt: 
1 Z To 2 
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as their reſemblance, may: better appear; 
ir ought likewiſe to be obſerved, that Jan- 
ſeniſm, tho not the ruling faction, was at 
that time the popular faction; chat this po- 
pularity was not the effect of the miracles 
of the Abbe, but antecedent to theſe mi- 
racles; that, on the contrary, the Jeſuits 
were extremely unpopular ; and that many, 
who had no mere faith in the miracles of 
Saint Medard than Mr Hume hath, were 
well pleas d to connive at a deluſion, 
which at once plagued and mortified a bo- A | 
dy of men, that were become n uni- | 
verſally odious. | SONS EE 
1 hall only add, that unde could 5 | 
more effectually expoſe the folly of thoſe 1 
pretenſions, than the expedient by which 
they were made to ceaſe. In conſequenoe | 
of an order from the King, the ſepulchre 1 
was incloſed with a wall, and the votaries 1 
were debarr'd from approaching the tomb. | 
ne | 8 The ll 
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The author ſays in relation to this . . 
«--Janſeniſt: was ever -embarraſs'd ato ac- 
«count for the colic -of the miracles; 

hen the churchyard was ſhut up by 
0 cke Kings edict. ertain it is, that 
orks.“ But it is certain; A0 | 
neither reaſon nor the goſpel leads us to 
chink, that any human expedient will 
prove ſucceſsful, which is calculated to 
fruſtrate the decrees of Heaven. Both, on 
the contrary, teach us, that men never 
more directly promote the deſigns of their 
maker, than when they intend directiy wo 
oppoſe them. It was not thus, that either 
Phariſees: or Sadducees, Jews or Gentiles, 
ſucceeded in their oppoſition to the miracles 
of Jeſus and his apoſtles. The opinio 
SGamaliel 4 was .undoubtedly ju 
if this counſel or tis work be of men, it hl 
come to nought ; but if it be of God, he CANS 
o& ep. 198. in . notes: 7 + Att v. 38. 39. 7 
1 = : Nor 
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NoT obert brot it] beware therefore, "left ye 
be found fiehting even againſt God. To con- 
clude, Did the Janſeniſt cauſe derive any 
advantage from thoſe Pretended miracles? 
None at all. It even ſuffer d by them. 
It is juſtly remarked by Voltaire -, that 
the tomb of the deacon Paris, prov di in 
effect, in che minds of all people of 
* ſenſe," the tomb of Janſeniſm. - How - - 
adn an * the miracles core 
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Tus I Las: 1 inquir d into 
the nature and evidence, ] firſt of the 
Pagan, and next of che Popiſh miracles, 
mentioned by Mr. Hume; and. have, 
1: hope, ſufficiently evinced, that the mi: 
racles of the New Teſtament can ſuffer 
nothing by the compariſon; that, on the 
contrary, as, in painting, the ſhades ſerve 
to hei ghten the glow of the colours; and, 
„ Siecle de Louis XIV. chap. 33. : rt 
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in muſic, the diſcords to ſet off 150 Greet 
neſs of the melody; ſo the value of theſe 


genuine miracles is 
traſt of thoſe paltry 
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Ar Hume te denaminated niraculous. 


'RzADILY concur wick Mr Hume in 
maintaining, chat when, merely by 
the force of 2 £450N, we attempt to in- 
veſtigate the origin of worlds o, we get be- 
yond-our ſphere, and muſt ang * 
wilder ourſelves in 
** 1 12. Of de ade 


4 * 2 — * * 
Fr th, "0 
„ p " \ 
w i \ : 1 F 


* 


Oo Ln ww nn (a 


Seer. 6. GOSPEL FULLY ATTESTED. 2% 
5 REASONU indeed (which vainly 

vid her all-ſ ſufficiency) hath ſometimes 
pretended to carry men to this amazing 
| height. But there is ground to ſuſſ pect, 
that, in ſuch inſtances, the aſcent of rea- 
Ven, as the author elegantly expreſſeth it *, 
hath been aided by the wings of imagina- 
tion. If we will not be indebted to RE VEU 
LATION, for our knowledge of this article, 
we muſt, for au ght I can perceive, be ſ⸗ a 
risfied to live i in ignorance. There is, how- 
ever, one queſtion diſtinct from the for- 
mer, tho akin to * which, even from the 
principles of reaſon, we may with great 
probability determine. The queſtion 1 
mean is, Whether the world had an origin 
or not? 7173 : 
That there hath . an infinite, eter- 


nal, and independent ſeries of finite, ſuc- 
ceſſive, and dependent beings, ſuch as 
men, and conſequently that the world 
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had no beginning, appears, from the bar 8 
conſideration of the thing, extremely in- 
credible, if not altogether abſurd. 95 The 
abſtraQ nen us d on his , 
I ſhall not 3 ee, eee it; as tall | 

recur to topics, which are more familiar, 

: and which, tho' they do not demonſtrate, 
that the eternity of the world is abſolutely 


impoſſible, evince, that it is highly im- 
probable, or rather, certainly falſe. Theſe 
topics I ſhall only mention, as they are 
pretty obvious, and have been often ur- 
ged with great energy by the learned, | 
both ancient and modern. Such are, the 
late invention of letters, and of all the 


ſciences and arts by which human life 1s 
civilized ; the known origin of moſt na- 
tions, ſtates and kingdoms; and the firſt 
peopling of many countries. 'Tis in our 
power at preſent to trace the hiſtory of e- 
1 an backwards to times of the 

E greareſt 
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greateſt barbarity and ignorance. Eu- 
rope, tho' not the largeſt of the four parts 


into which the earth is divided, is, on 


many accounts, the moſt conſiderable. 
But what a different face doth Europe 


wear at preſent, from what it did three 


thouſand years ago? How immenſe the 
odds in knowledge, in arts, in policy, in 


every thing? How eaſy is the intercourſe, 


and how extenſive the acquaintance, which 
men can now enjoy with all, even the re- 
moteſt regions of the globe, compar d with 


what was, or could have been enjoy'd, in 


that time of darkneſs and ſimplicity? A 


man differs not more from a child, than 


the human race now differs from what the 
human race was then. 


day, compar d with eternity. | This, when 
_ duly weighed, every thinking perſon will 


nnn to be as ſtrong moral evi- 


1 dence, 


Three thouſand 
years ago, appear indeed to mark a very 
diſtant epoch; and yet it is but as yeſter- 
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dence, as the ſubject can admit, (and that 


I imagine is very ſtrong) that. the. or 


had a beginning. = N 
1 ſhall make a eren which will 


perhaps appear whimſical, but which will 


tend to elucidate the argument I am en- 


forcing. In antediluvian times, when the 


longevity of man was ſuch as to include | 


ſome centuries, I ſhall ſuppoſe, that a few 


boys had been tranſported to a deſert 
iſland, and there left together, Juſt old e- 
nough to make ſhift to ſuſtain themſelves, 


as thoſe in the golden age are fabled to 
have done, on acorns, and other ſponta- 
neous productions of the ſoil. I ſhall ſup- 


poſe, that they had lived there for ſome 
hundreds of years, had remember'd no- 
thing of their coming into the iſland, nor 


of any other perſc on whatſoever; and that 


thus chey! had never had acceſs to know, + 
or hear, of either birth, or death, I ſhall 


n them to enter into a ſerious diſ- 
| quiſition 


© ah. 
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quiſition concerning their own duration, 
the queſtion having been ſtarted, Whether - 
| they had exiſted from eternity, or had | 
once begun to be? They recur to memo- 
ry: but memory can furniſh them with 
nothing certain or deciſive. If it muſt be [| 


2 
— — 
* 
—— vt we at of Matt ni Amgen 2 oe — <tr ae. cond 


allowed, that it contains no trace of a be- I | 
'K 4 
ginning of exiſtence, it muſt alſo be al- 17 


low'd,: that it reaches not beyond a few 
centuries at moſt. They obſerve beſides, 
concerning this faculty, that the further | 
back it goes, it becomes the more indiſ- | 
tin, terminating at laſt in confuſion and | | 
darkneſs. Some things however they diſ- 3 
tinctly recollect, and are aſſured of. They 1 
remember, they were once of much lower I 
ſtature, and of ſmaller ſize; they had leſs | | 
bodily ſtrength ; and all their mental f 
culties were weaker. They know, that, | 
in the powers both of body and mind, 1 
they have advanced, by imperceptible de- | 
Brees, to the * they are now arriv d ll 
at, 
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" Theſe conſiderations, eſpecially when 
aa by ſome analo gous obſervations 


| they might have made, on the growth "of 
herbs and trees, would have ſhown the 


probability to be entirely on the fide 'of 
thoſe. who aſſerted, that their exiſtence 

had E beginning: And tho on account 5 
of the narrow f. phere of their knowledge 
and experience, the argument could nor 


have appear 'd to them 1 in all its ſtrength, 


we, from our larger acquaintance with 
nature, even abſtracting from our know- 
ledge of man in particular, muſt be ſatis- 

fied, that it would have been ſtrictly ana- 
logical and juſt. ExaQly ſmilar, I ſhould 
rather ſay, the very ſame, is the argument 
I have been urging for the origination” of 


the ſpecies. Make but a few alterations 


in phraſeology; for memory, ſubſtitute bi- 
foory and tradition; for hundreds of years, 
ſay thouſands; for the powers of body and 
ming, put the arts and ſeiences; ; and, with 
| _ 


% 
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theſe, and perhaps one or two more ſuch 


variations, you will find the argument as 
applicable in the one caſe, as in the other. 
Now, if it be granted, that the human 
ſpecies muſt have had a beginning, it will 


hardly be queſtion d, that every other ani- 


mal ſpecies, or even that the univerſe, 
muſſ have had à beginning. I e | 


>» 
„ ＋ 4 
| : I $ . 


Bur in order to prove the propoſition 
laid down in the title of this ſection, tis 

not neceſſary to ſu ppoſe, that the world 
had a beginning, , Admit it had not, and 
obſerve the conſequence, Thus much 


muſt, be admitted alſo, that not barely for 


a long continued, but for an ETERNAL, 
ſucceſſion of generations, mankind were 
in a ſtate little ſuperior to the heaſts ; that 
of a ſ udden, there came a moſt aſtoniſhing 
change upon the ſpecies; that they exerted 
talents and capacities, of which there ap- 


pear d not the ſmalleſt veſtiges, during the 


eternity 
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eternity preceding; that they acquir'd 
ſuch knowledge as procur d them a kind 
of empire, not only over the vegetable 
and animal worlds, but even, in ſome re- 
ſpect, over the elements, and all che un- 
wieldy powers of matter; that, in conſe 
quence of this, they were quickly rais'd; 
much more above the ſtate they had been 
formerly and eternally in, than ſuch their 
former and eternal ſtate was above that of 
the brute creation. If ſuch a revolution 
in nature, ſuch a thorough, general, and 
ſudden change as this, would not be de- 
nominated miraculous, tis not in my 
power to conceive what would. I could 
not eſteem it a greater miracle, hardly ſo 
great, that any f pecies of beaſts, which 
have hitherto been doom'd to tread the 
earth, ſhould now get —_ and float * 
bout in che air. : 
Nor will this plea be ſubverted * that 
trite objection, That mankind may have 
5 en 


* 
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been as much enlighten'd, perhaps my- | 
riads of years ago, as they are at preſent; 
but that by ſome univerſal calamity, ſuch 
as deluge or conflagration, which, after 
the rotation of many centuries, the earth 
poſſibly becomes liable to, all traces of 
erudition and of ſcience, of both the ele- 
gant and the uſeful arts, may have been 
effaced, and the human race, ſpringing 
from a few who had eſcap'd the common 
ruin, may have emerged anew, ' out of 
barbarity and ignorance. This hypothe- 
fis doth but ſubſtitute one miracle in the 
place of another. Such glaeral diſorder 
is entirely unconformable to our experi- 
ence of the courſe of nature. According- 
ly. the deſtruction of the world by a de- 
luge, the author hath number'd among 
thoſe prodigies, or miracles, which render 
the Pentateuch perfectly incredible. | 


Ix, on the contrary, we admit, that the 
EM . 
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world had a beginning, (and will not e- 
very thinking perſon acknowledge, that 
this poſition : is much more probable than 
the contrary?) the production of the world 
muſt be aſcrib'd either to n or to in- 
_— | 
Shall we . all W 1 -irieual a and 
corporeal, from a principle ſo inſignificant 
as blind chance? Shall we ſay, with Epi- 
curus, that the fortuitous concourſe of 
rambling atoms hath rear d this beautiful 
and ſtupendous fabric? In that caſe, 
| perhaps, we ſhould give an account of the 
origin of thir gs, which,, moſt people will 
think, could not properly be ſtyl'd mira- 
culous: Burt. is it, becauſe the formation 
of a grand and regular ſyſtem in this way, 
is conformable to the experienced order of 
nature? Quite the reverſe. Nothing can 
be more repugnant to univerſal experi- 
_ ence, than that the leaſt organic body, 
not to mention the * frame of na- 
SEL ture, 


ture, ſhould be 1 by ſuch a cafl ual 
_ Jumble. It has therefore, in the higheſt 


degree poſſible, that particular quality of 


miracles, from which, according to the 
author > theory, their incredibility reſults, 
and may doubtleſs, in this looſe acgepta- 
tion of the word, be. term'd miraculous. 
But ſhould we aff m that, to account 
thus for the origin of the univerſe, i is to 
account for it by miracle; we ſhould be 
thought, Im afraid, to ſpeak both weak- 
ly and improperly. .. There is ſomething 
here, if I may ſo expreſs ' myſelf, which 
is far beyond the miraculous; . ſomething, 
for which 1 know not whether any. lan- 


guage can afford a proper appellation, un- 


leſs it be the general appellations of ord 


ty and nonſenſe. e 


| Shall we then at laſt recur tc to * com- 
mon doctrine, that the world was produ- 
ced by an intelligent cauſe? On chis ſu p- 
poſition alſo, tho incomparably the moſt 


4 


K 8 rational, | 
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rational, it is evident, that in the creation; 
formation, or firſt production of things 
call it by what name you plea e, a power 
muſt have been exerted; which; in reſpect 5 
of the preſent courſe of nature; may be 
ſtyled muraculous. 1 intend not to diſpute 
about a word; nor to inquire, whether 
that term can, in ſtrict propriety; be us'd 
abe eee 

of the laws of nature. I 1 the word in 
the ſame latitude,” in which: the 
commonly uſeth it in his reaſoning, for e- 
very event, that is not conformable to 
that courfe of nature with Which we are | 
1 _ _ 


2 


WHETHE R, terte the world bad 
or had not, a beginning ; whether, on the 
firſt fo ppofition, in order to ſolve the 
numberleſ 5 objeRtivns that ariſe, we 46; or 
db not, recur to univerſal clithfrrogher; 
whether, on the:ſecond, the production of 
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things be aſcrib'd to Hance, or to 40 Un; 
there is no poſſibility of accounting fer 


the phenomena that preſently come un- 
der our notice, without having at laſt re 


courſe to MIRACLES; chat is, to events al. 


together unconformable, or, if you will, 
contrary to the preſent courſ e of nature 


known to us by experience. I cannot con- 


ceive an hypotheſis, which is not reducible 
to one or other of thoſe above mentioned. 


| Whoever: imagines, that another might 
be framed, which is not comprehended in 


any of thoſe, and which hath not as yet 
been devis d by any ſyſtem- builder; let 
him make the experiment, and J will ven- 


ture to prognoſticate, that he will ſtill find 


himſelf elogged with the ſame difficulty. 
Ihe coneluſion therefore above deduced, 
may be juſtly deem d, till the contrary is 


ſhown, to be not only the reſult of one, 


but alike of every hypotheſis, of which the 
_—_— is ſuſceptible. 


Thus 


\ 
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Ihus 1 it hath been evinced, as Was pro- 
: you'd, that abſtracting from the evidence 
for particular facts, we have irrefragable 
evidence, that there have, been, that there 
muſt have been, miracles a former times, 
or ſuch events, as, when compar d with 
che preſent conſtitution of the - world, 
would e Mr Hume be denominated mi- | 


| raculous. 
. * * £ 0 
. - : — 0 4 » 7 
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: Revit . Mr e s examination of the Fer 


LI. owI NG to the concluſion dedu- 
-{ Y ced in the foregoing ſection its pro- 
per weight, I ſhall alſo take into conſide- 
ration the Pentateuch, or five books of Mo- 
Jes; or rather, I ſhall endeavour impar- 
tially to reviſe the examination which 


thai books have already gs by the 
. ell: Tayiſt 
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eſſayiſt *. It is, in this caſe, 'of the great- 
eſt importance to know, whether the evi- 
dence on both ſides bath dee ny: ſtated. 


HERE then we are Ek 0s ia a 
« book,“ which is acknowledged, on all 
ſides, to be the moſt ancient record in the 
5 12 preſented to us,” we admit, by 

a barbarous and i ignorant people , at 
the ſame time exhibiting a ſyſtem of Theifm, 
or natural reli gion, which is both ratio- 
nal and ſublime; with which nothing that 
was ever compil'd or produced, on this 
ſubject, in the moſt enlighten'd ages, by 
the! moſt learned, and poliſhed nations, 


p. 2% „ | 

+ The author adds, ce wrote in an | age, hw * were 
4e {till more barbarous.” Theſe words I have omitted in the 
reviſal, becauſe they appear to me unintelligible, The age in 
which the Pentateuch was written, is indirectly compared to 
another age, he ſays not what: and all we can make of it is, 
chat chis people were more barbarous at that time, than at 
ſome other time, nobody knows when. 0 


= : | who 
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who were unacquainted with thas book, 
will bear 10 be mer d. berni S 

r H ſelf muſt a_ — 
remark n attention, ſince his rea- 
ſoning 1 in another performance, which he 
calls, Ihe naturgl hiftory of religion, would 
lead us to expect the contrary. He there 
maintains, that Polzzbeiſm and Idolatry are, 
and muſt he the religion of rude and bar- 
barous, and conſequently of ancient ages; 
chat the true principles of They, or the 
belief of one almighty and wiſe being, the 
exeator, the preſerver, and the ruler of 
Heaven and earth, reſults from the great- 
eſt improvements of the underſtanding in 
philoſophy and ſcience. To ſuppoſe the 
. ſays he, is ſuppoſing, that 
| * while men were ignorant and barba- 

6 rous, they diſcover d truth; but fell in- 

to error, as ſoon as they acquir' d learn 
0 ing and politeneſs *,” This reaſoning 


* Nanurl hiſtory af religion I, 


| 5 
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is juſt, where · ever religion is to be con- 
ſider d as the reſult of human reflections. 


What account then will the author give of 


this wonderful exception? That the re- 

verſe is here the caſe, it is impoſſible for 
him to diſſemble. The people he himſelf 
calls ignorant and barbarous; yet they are 
not idolaters or polytheiſts. At the time 
when the book, which he examines, was 
compos d, he ſeems to think, they even 
exceeded themſelves in barbarity; yet the 
ſentiments of theſe barbarians, on the ſub- 
ject of religion, the ſentiments which that 
very book preſents to us, may well put to 
ſilence the wiſdom of the politeſt nations 
on the earth. Need I remind Mr Hume 
of his expreſs declaration, that if a travel 


ler were tranſ} ported into any unknown re- 


gion, and found the inhabitants © igno- 
rant and barbarous, he might before- 
1 hand declare them idolaters, and there 
« is ſearce a POSSIBILITY of his being 


LI © miſtaken 


— 
—— 5 — 
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4: miftaken *2:> 1 know no- ſatisfaQtory. 


account that can be given of this excep- 


tion; on the principles of the Ari | 
Nevertheleſs, nothing is more eaſy, than 


to- give a ſatisfactory account of it, on the 


Chriſtian principles. This account is that 
which is given by the book itſelf. It is, 


that the religious tenets of that nation 


were not the reſult of their reaſonings, 
but proceeded from divine revelation. 
The contraſt we diſcern betwixt the ſons 


of ISRAEL, and the ancient GREEKs and 


Rox A Ns, is remarkable. The GREEKS 
and RoMANs, on all the ſubjects of hu- 
man erudition, on all the liberal and uſe- 
ful arts, reaſoned like men; on the ſubject 
of religion, they prated like - children. 


The ſons of IsxAEL, on the contrary, in 


all the ſciences and arts, were children; 


| but; in their notions of religion, they were 
men; in che doctrines, for nN of *he 


— Nauru om of feligion. Is | NT 


. * 8 | f e unity, 
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unity, the eternity, the omnipotence, the 
onüniſcience, the omnipreſence, the wiſe 
dom, and the goodneſs. of God; in their 
opinions concerning providence, | and the 
creation, preſervation and government of 
the world; opinions ſo exalted and com- 
prehenfive, as, even by the author's ac- 
| knowledgment, could never. enter into the 
en of barbar ans... 5 
But to proceed in the reviſal: We * 
r a book, ſays the eſſayiſt, wrote in 
all probability long after the facts it re- 
4 lates,” That this book was written 
long l of the facts it relates, is not 
indeed denied; that it was written long 
after all, or even moſt of thoſe facts, I ſee 
no reaſon to believe. If Mr Hume meant 
to ſignify, by the expreſſion quoted, that 
this was in all probability the caſe, why 
did he not produce the grounds on which 
the probability is founded? Shall a bold 
aſſertion paſs for argument? or can it be 
LE expected, 
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0 


expected, that any one ſhould : evaſive | 


_ reaſons, which are only in general 55 
pos d, but not ſpecified? | ; | 4 T% : Dee 5 


He adds, © corroborated by no concurs 
* ring teſtimony ;” as little, fay I, invali- 
dated by any contradicting teſtimony ; and 
both, for this plain reaſon, becauſe there 
is no human compoſition, that can be 
compar d with this, in reſpect of antiqui- 


ty. But tho' this book is not corrobora- 


ted by the concurrent teſtimony of any 
coeval hiſtories, becauſe, ' if there ever 


were ſuch hiſtories, they are not now ex- 
tant; it is not therefore deſtitute of all col- 


lateral evidence. The following examples 

of this kind of evidence deſerve ſome no- 
tice. The diviſion of time into weeks, 
which- hath obtain'd in many countries, 
for inſtance among the Egyptians, Chi- 
neſe, Indians, and northern Barbarians ; 


nations whereof ſome had little or no in- 


tercourſe with others, and were not even 


known 
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known by name to the Hebrews : the 


tradition whach in ſeveral places prevail'd 
concerning the primitive ſtate of innocence 
and happineſs: the ſubſequent degeneracy 
of mankind: ther deſtruction by a flood: 


and the preſervation of one family in a 


veſlel, Nay, which is fil e, 1 


| KC The Maite reader will deere, that had | is a great 
difference between the concurrence” of nations, in che diviſion of 


time imo weeks, and their concurrence in the other periodical 


diviſions, into years, months, and days. Theſe diviſions ariſc 
from ſach natural cauſes, as are every where obvious the an 
nual and diurnal revolutions of the ſun, and the revolution of 
the moon. The diviſion into weeks, on the contrary, ſeems 
perfectiy arbitrary ; conſequently its prevailing in diſtant com- 
tries, among nations which had no communication with one an- 
other, affords a ſtrong preſumption, chat it muſt have been de- 


51's from kus rain (5 thr of the creation) hich ben 


been older than the diſperſion of mankind into different re- 
gions. Tis ealy to conceive, that the practice, in rude. and 
barbarous ages, might remain, thro habit, when the tradition, 
on which it was founded, is entirely loſt; tis caly to conceive, 
that afterward, people addicted to idolatry, or who, like the 
Egyptians, had become proficients in aſtronomy, ſhould aſſign 
to the different days of the week, the names of their deities, or 
of the planets. 


might 


1 
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might plead the veſtiges of ſame ſuch ca- 


taſtrophe as the deluge, which the 


and other marine bodies, that are * | 


dug out of the bowels: of the earth, 


places remote from the ſea, do eee 
hibit tous: I might urge the traces, 
which ſtill remain in ancient hiſtories, of 
the migration of people and of ſcience 
from Afia (which hath not improperly 
been ſtyled the cradle of the arts) into ma- 
ny parts both of Africa and Europe: . 


might plead the coincidence of thoſe mi- 


grations, and of the origin of ſtates and 


; kingdome, with the time of the an 


of the poſterity of Noah. e 
But to return: The author ſi ubjains, 4 re- 


« | embling thoſe fabulous accounts, which 


«every nation gives of its origin.” Tis 
unluckily the fate of holy writ with this 
author, that both its reſemblance, and its 
want of reſemblance, to the accounts of 
other authors, are alike preſumptions a- 


gainſt 


* ak — | n 2 
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gainſt it. He hath not indeed told us, 
wherein it reſembles fabulous accounts; 
and, for my part, tho the charge were 
perfectly juſt, I ſhould imagine, little or 
nothing to the diſadvantage of the Pen- 
tateuch, could be deduced from it. It is 
; univerſally agreed among tlie learned, 
that even the moſt abſurd fables of idola- 
ters, derive their origin from facts, which 
having been, in barbarous ages, tranſmit- 
ted only by oral tradition, have come at 
length to be groſsly corrupted and disfi- 
gur d. Tis. nevertheleſs probable, that 
ſuch fictions would ſtill retain ſome ſtri- 
king features of choſe truths, from which 
they ſprung. And if the books'of Moſes 
reſemble, in any thing, the fabulous ac- 
counts of other nations, it would not per- 
haps be difficult to prove, that they re- 
ſemble only whatever is leaſt fabulous in 
theſe | accounts. That this will be found 
to be the caſe, we may reaſonably pre- 
e | ſume, 
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ſame, even from what hath been obſervd 
already; and if ſo, the reſemblance, ſo 
far from | being an argument: againſt thoſe 


books, is evidently an argument in their 


favour. In order to remove any doubt 
that may remain on this head, it õught to 
be attended to, that, ifi a number of con- 


eurrent teſtimonies, (where there could 
have been no previous concert) there is a 
probability independent of that which re- 
falts-from- our faith in the witneſſes; nay; 
ſhould the witneſſes be of ſuch a charac- 


ter as to merit no faith at all. This pro- 


bability ariſeth from the concurrence it- 
ſelf. That ſuch a concurrence fhould 
ſpring from chance, is as one to infinite, 


in other words, morally impoſſible; if 


therefore concert be excluded, there re- 


Iis true, that © upon reading this book, 
% We n it full of prodigies and mi- 
« racles: 


mains no other cauſe but the reality of the 


\ 
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„ racles:” but tis alſo true, that many of 
choſe miracles are ſuch, as the ſubject it 

treats of, muſt unavoidably make us ex- 
pect. For a proof of this poſition, I need 
but refer the reader to the principles eſta- 
bliſh'd in the preceding ſection. No book 
in the world do we find written in a more 
ſimple ſtyle; nowhere does there appear in 
it, the leaſt affectation of ornament; yet 
nowhere elſe is the Almighty repreſented, 
as either acting or ſpeaking in a manner ſo 
becoming the eternal ruler of the world. 
Compare the account of the cREATION 
which is given by Moſes, with the ravings of 
Sanchuniathon the Phenician philoſopher, 
which he hath dignified with the title of 
CO$MOGONY ; or compare it with the 
childiſh extra vagancies of the Greet and 
Latin poets, ſo juſtly likened by the au- 
thor to a /c man's dreams ; and then ſay, 
whether any perſon of candour and diſ- 


* Natural hiſtory of religion. xv. 8 | 
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cernment will not be diſpos'd to exclaim 


in the words of the prophet,” What is the 


CHAFF ito the wHEAT *! The account/is 


what we ſhould call, in reference to our ex 


perience, miraculous. But was it poſſible 


it ſhould be otherwiſe? I believe the great- 
eſt infidel will not deny, that-it is at leaſt 


as plauſible an opinion, that the world 


had a beginning, as that it had not. If 


it had, can it be imagin'd by any man in 
his ſenſes, that that particular quality 
ſhould be an objection to the narrative, 
which he previouſly knows it muſt have? 
Muſt not the firſt. production of things, 
the original formation of animals and 
vegetables, require exertions of power, 
which, in preſervation and eee 
can never be exemplified? TERTS- A111) 

It will perhaps be objected, That if the 
miracles continued no loner, and extend- 


ed no further, than the hn of creation 


Jer. xxiii. 28. 


bes, 


— 5 
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requir'd, this reaſoning would be juſt; but 
that in fact they both continued much 
longer, and extended much further. The 
anſwer is obvious: It is impoſſible for us 
to judge, how far the neceſſity of the caſe 
required. Immediately after the creation, 
things muſt have been in a ſtate very dif- 
ferent from that which they are in at pre- 
ſent. How long that ſtate might conti- 


nue, we have not the means of diſcovering: 


but as, in human infancy, tis neceſſary 
that the feeble creature ſhould, for ſome 
time, be carried in the nurſe s arms, and 
afterward, by the help of leading-ſtrings, 
be kept from falling, before he acquire 
ſtrength to walk; 'tis not unlikely, that, in 


che infancy of the world, ſuch interpoſi- 


tions ſhould be more frequent and requi- 


ſite, till nature attaining a certain maturi- 


ty, thoſe laws and that conſtitution ſhould 
be eſtabliſhed, which we now experience. 


It will greatly, Arcngthen this anten 


NM m 2 | to 
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to reflect, that in every ſpecies of natural 
productions, with which we are acquaint- 
ed, we invariably obſerve a ſimilar feeble · 
neſs in the individuals on their firſt ap- 
pearance, and a ſimilar gradation towards 
a ſtate of greater perfection and ſtability. 
Beſides, if we acknowledge the neceſſity 
of the exertion of a power, which only in 
reference to our experience is call'd mira- 
culous; the queſtion, as is well obſerwd 
by the judicious prelate formerly quoted *, 
& whether this power ſtopped immediate- 
&« ly, after it had made man, or went on 
and exerted itſelf farther, is a queſtion 
of the ſame kind, as whether an ordi- 
e nary power exerted itſelf in ſuch a par- 
* ticular degree and manner, or not.” It 
cannot therefore, if we think reaſonably 
on this ſabjeR, greatly aſtoniſh us, that 
ſuch a book ſhould give . an account of a 
* ſtate of the world, and of human na- 
Analogy of religion, &o. part 2. chap. 2 ſect 8 
* ture, 
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ture, entirely different from the preſent: 
<« of our fall from that ſtate; of the age 
„ of man extended to near a thouſand 

« years; and of _y deſtruction of the 

* -world by a deluge.” 

Finally, if, in ſuch a book, Shes 
with the excellencies I have remarked, 
there ſhould appear ſome difficulties, ſome 
things for which we are not able to ac- 
count; for inſtance, .** the arbitrary choice 
4 of one people, as the favourites of Hea- 
ien; and their deliverance from bon- 
* dage by prodigies the moſt aſtoniſhing 
s imaginable;” is there any thing more 
extraordinary here, than, in a compoſition 
of this nature, we might. have previouſly 
expected to have found? We muſt be im- 
moderately conceited of our own under- 
ſtandings, if we imagine otherwiſe. Thoſe 
favourites of Heaven, it muſt be likewiſe 
own'd, are the countrymen of the writer; 
but of ſuch a writer, as of all hiſtorians 

| or 
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or annaliſts, ancient or modern, ſhows the 


leaſt diſpoſition to flatter his countrymen. 
Where, I pray, do we find him, either 


_ celebrating their virtues, or palliating their 


vices ; either extolling their genius, or 


- magnifying their. exploits? Add to all 
. theſe, that, in every thing which: is not 


expreſsly aſcrib d to the interpoſal of Hea- 
ven, the relation is in itſelf plauſible, the 
incidents are natural, the characters and 


manners ſuch as are admirably adapted 


to thoſe early ages of the world. In theſe 
particulars, there is no affeitation. of the 
marvellous ; there are no deſcriptions of 
© ſea and land monſters; no relations of 


* 


„ wonderful adventures; ſtrange * and 
uncouth manners © + 1 


x! WH EN all theſe things are ſeriouſly at- 


tended to, I perſuade myſelf, that no un- 


prejudiced perſ on will think,” that the 


| by P- 185. 4 | WEE 3 
Pentateuch 


Sect. 7. GOSPEL FULLY ATTESTED. 279 


Pentateuch bets falſe chood on the face 
of it, and deſerves to be rej jected without 
examination. On the contrary, every 
unpre) judiced perſon will find (I ſay not, 
that its falſehood would be more mira- 
culous, than all the miracles it relates; 
this is language which I do not under- 
ſtand, and which only ſerves to darken a 
plain queſtion but I fay, he will find) 
very many and very ſtrong indications of 
authenticity and truth ; and will conclude, 
that all the evidences, both 2 and 
extrinſic, by which it is ſupported, ought 
to be impartially canvaſſed. Abundant e- 
vidences there are of both kinds; ſome 
hints of them have been given in this ſec- 
tion; but to conſider them fully, falls not 
within the limits of my preſent purpole. 


CON- 


7 


* 


C o C LUS 3 


JHar is the 3 of all oak 3 
been now diſcuſſed? It is briefly 
this: | That the author's favourite argument, 
of which he boaſts the diſcovery, is founded 
in error *, is managed with ſaphiftry +, and 
is at laſt abandon'd by its inventor f, as fit 
only for ſhow, not for uſe; that he is not 
more ſucceſsful in the collateral arguments he 
employs; particularly, that there is no pecu- 
har preſumption againſt religious miracles Il; 
| that, on the contrary, there is a peculiar pre- 
ſumption in their favour ; that the Ce- 
neral maxim, whereby he would enable us 
to decide betwixt oppoſite miracles, when 
it is fript of the pompous diction, that ſerves 
it at once for decoration, and for diſguiſe, is 
di cover d to be no other than an identical 
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propeſit tion, which, as it conveys no knows- 
ledge, can br of no ſervice to the cauſe of 
truth * ; that there 1s no preſumption, ariſin 70 
either from human nature f, or from the hi- 
flory of mankind |, againſt the miracles ſaid 
to have been wrought in proof of Chriftianity ; 
that the evidence of theſe 1s not ſubverted by 
thoſe miracks, which hiftorians of other reli- 
ans have recorded || ; that neither the Pa- 
gan nor the Popiſh f, miracles, on 
which he hath expatiated, will bear 10 be 
compar'd with thoſe of holy brit; that, ab- 
frrafting from the: evidence for particular 
fats, we have irrefragable evidence; that 
there have been miracles in former times I; 
end; laſtly, that his examination of the: Pate 
tateuch is both partial and imperfect, and con- 
A 2 in need of a revi * . 


Ou moſt | holy celigion,” —_ the 


part 1. ſect. 6. Part 2. ſect. t. t ſect. 2. ſect 3. 
** ſet. 4 f ſeas. 1 ſect. 6. I ſect. 7. 
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author in the concluſion of his eſſay, is 


founded on faith, not on reaſon ;' and 


te 'tis a ſure method of expoſing it, to put 
te it to ſuch a trial, as it is by no means 
© fitted to endure.” If, by our moſt holy reli- 
gion, we are to underſtand the fundamen- 
tal articles of the Chriſtian ſyſtem, theſe 
have their foundation in the nature and 
decrees of God; and, as they are antece- 
dent to our faith or reaſonings, they muſt 
be alſo independent of both. If they are 
true, our diſbelief can never make them 
falſe; if they are falſe, the belief of all the 
world will never make them true. But as 
the only queſtion between Mr Hume and 
the defenders of the goſpel, is, Whether 
there is reaſon to believe thoſe articles? he 
can only mean by our moſt holy religion, 
our belief of the Chriſtian doctrine: and 
concerning this belief we are told, that it 


is founded on faith, not on reaſon; that 
is, our faith is founded on our faith; in 


. 


other 
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other words, it hath no foundation, it is 
4 mere chimera, the creature of a diſtem- 
per d brain. I ſay not; on the contrary,” 
that our moſt holy religion is founded on 
reaſon, becauſe this expreſſion, in my opi- 
nion, is both ambiguous and inaccurate; 
but I ſay, that we have ſufficient reaſon 
for the belief of our religion; or, to ex- 
preſs myſelf in the words of an apoſtle, 
that the Chriſtian, if it is not his own 
fault, may be ready always to give an an- 
Fwer to every man that f him a REA- 
SON of his hope. 
So far therefore am I from bein g afraid 
of of axpolinl Chriſtianity, by fubmitting i it 
to the teſt of reaſon; ſo far am 1 from 

judging this a trial, which it is by no 
means fitted to endure, that I think, on 
the contrary, the moſt vehement attacks 
that have been made upon the faith of Je- 
ſus, have been of ſervice to 7 'Yes: Ido 
not heſitate to affirm, that our religion 
N n 2 bath 


, 
% 
. 
— — He ee — > = RN 
— 1 5 — pry 


not to the intentions, of its bitter e 


284 C Q@QNCLUSI@N- 
hath been indebted to the attempts, the- 


mics, They have tried its ſtrength in- 
deed, and, by trying, they have diſplays 
its ſtrength ; and that in ſo clear a light, 
as we could never have hop d, without 
ſuch a trial, to have view'd it in; Let 
them therefore write, let them argue, and. 
when arguments fail, even let them cavil, 
againſt religion, as much as they pleaſes 
I ſhould be heartily ſorry, that ever in this 
iſland, the alylum of liberty, where the 
ſpirit of Chriſtianity is better underſtood 
(bowever defectiye its inhabitants are in 
the obſervance of the precepts) than in a- 
ny other part of the Chriſtian, world ; 4 
ſhould, I lay, be ſorry, that ever, in this 
iſland, fo great a diſſervice were done to 
true religi ON,. N to. check its adverſaries, 
in any other way, than by anſwering 
candidly their objections. . I mult at the 
fame time acknowledge, that I am both 
aſham' d 


-- 


Conan nyslox,) 28; 


added and griev d, when I obſerve any 
friends of religion, betray ſo great a diffi 
dence in che goodneſs of their cauſe (for to 
this diffidence it can only be imputed) as 
to ſhow an inelination for recurring to 
more violent methods. The aſſaults of 
infidels, I may venture to propheſy, will 
never overturn our religion. They will 
prove not more hurtful to the Chriſtian 
ſyſtem, if tis allowed to compare ſmall 
things with great, khan the boiſterous 
winds commonly prove to the ſturdy oak. 
hey ſhake it impetuoufly for a while, 
and loudly threaten. its ſubverſion; whilſt, 
in effect, they only ſerve to make it ftrike 
its nnn and a 0 mm 
ever after. COT 6 WOT 5: 


— * * 
4 7 * 


a nin more elch the pin, and 
1 have done. Upon the whole,” ſays 
be, we may conclude, that the Chriftion 
religion, not only was at fifſt attended 
„One 29 | with 
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„% with miracles, but even, at thisday, 
cannot be believd by any reaſonable 
« perſon without one. Mere reaſon ie in. 
e ſufficient to convince us of its veracit 
* and whoever is moved by faith to ai 
© toit;” that is, whoever by believing is 
induced to believe it, is conſcious of a 
continued miracle in his own perſon, 
* which ſubverts all the principles of his 
ee. and gives him a deter- 
mination to believe, what is moſt con- 
*:trary to cuſtom and experience. An 
author is never ſo ſure of writing unan- 
ſwerably, as when he writes altogether 
unintelligibly. Tis impoſſible that you 
ſhould fight your enemy before you find 
him; and if he hath ſcreen'd himſelf in 
darkneſs, tis next to impoſſible that you 
ſhould find him. Indeed, if any mean- 
ing can be gather'd from that ſtrange aſ- 
ſemblage of words juſt now: quoted, it 
ſeems to be one or other of theſe which 
follow : 
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follow: either,” | | t | here; are not any in 
the world, who believe the gol] pel; or, 


That there is no want of miracles i in our 25 


on time. How either of theſe remarks, 
if juſt, can contribute to the author's pur- 
poſe, it will not, I ſuſpect, be eaſy. to diſ- 
cover. If the ſecond remark is true, if 


there i is no want of miracles at preſent, 


ſurely experience cannot be pleaded a- 
gainſt the belief of miracles ſaid to have 


the firſt remark is true, if there are not a- 
ny in che world who believe the goſpel, | 
| becauſe, as Mr Hume ſuppoſeth, a mi- 
racle cannot be believed without a new 
miracle, why all this ado to refute opi- 
nions which nobody entertains? ? Certainly, | 
to uſe; his own words, The knights-er- 
rant, who wander d about to clear the 
© world of dragons and giants, never en- 
* tertain'd the leaſt doubt concerning the | 

« exiſtence of theſe monſters? 3 


dee the firſt rien GHV 12. Of the 3 . 
ſceptical philoſophy. | 
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Might I preſume faintly to copy bur the 
manner of | ſo inimitable an original, as 
+ the author hath exhibited in his conclu- 
ding words, I thould alſo conclade upon 
the whole, Fhat miracles are capable of 
proof from teſtimony, and that there is a 
full proof of this kind, for thofe ſaid to 
have been wrought in ſupport of Chriſtia - 
nity - that - whoever is moved, by Mr 
Hume's ingenious argument, to aſſert, 
eee meg e 
dence of miracles, - admits, tho“ perhaps 
unconſcious, in place of fegſon, a mere 
fubtilty, which ſubverts the evidence of 
teſtimony, of hiſtory, and even of expe- 
rience itſelf, giving him a determinatior 
to deny, what the common ſenſe of man- 
kind, founded in the primary principles of 
the — would lead n to * 
lieve. | I £ 
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